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AMERICAN ARCHITECTS LOOK AHEAD 


E have before us the Report of the Committee 

on Post-War Reconstruction set up by the 
American Institute of Architects.* It is interesting 
to find that their line of thought, despite the fact that 
they have not had the incentive of the widespread 
destruction which has taken place with us, runs on 
lines closely parallel to our own efforts, as exemplified 
by the findings of the various committees formed by 
the R.I.B.A. The relationship of the ‘“ Chapters” to 
the central body is very similar to that of the Allied 
Societies here, and the Report was prepared for sub- 
mission to a general conference earlier in this year : 
it therefore suggests a programme for action by the 
various Chapters and State association members of the 
American Institute. 

The Report is divided into two sections. The first, 
“Foundations for Planning,” deals with the basic 
principles and the numerous bodies whose co-operation 
in interpreting these would be necessary. The second, 
with which we are more closely concerned, is the Plan- 
ning for Urban Redevelopment, prefaced by an intro- 
duction which may be summarised as follows : 

The need for redevelopment has long been self- 
evident, but action does not necessarily follow on a 
need ; the bombing of their cities has stirred English- 
men to plan for rebuilding in harmony with the demands 
of modern society. Americans also will not be able to 
afford to have their ways of living and working ham- 
pered by obsolete city patterns; they are beginning 
to realise that large-scale design and rebuilding must 
be employed to bring depreciated and decaying central 
areas up to a modern state of efficiency. Planning is 
not visualised as the work of a dictator even if he 
knows how to give the people what is good for them ; 
it is fundamentally the establishing .of harmonious 
relationships between the individual and the com- 
munity of which he is a part, and is thus democratic in 
character. 

For urban redevelopment it is essential to plan in 
terms of the group and the locality. Relatively little 
progress has as yet been made in the development of 
an adequate technique ; here lies a wide field of oppor- 
tunity for architects, a means of entering and making 
themselves useful in the expanded area of city planning, 
industrial planning and social planning. All these 
are well within their scope if they equip themselves 
with the necessary technical information by the same 
methods that they have used in regard to the very 
varied types of building already within their established 
province. 

While the architect, together with his confrére, the 
engineer, has been recognised for years as the leader 
in the fields of design and planning, it is nevertheless 
difficult to take the initiative unless he can co-operate 
with the other groups in the city whose activities have 
influenced the form of its development. Since the 
importance of a unified plan became recognised nearly 
forty years ago, it is disappointing that so little has 





* “We Will Build Again.” Reprinted from The Octagon, April—May, 1943. 
Journal of the American Institute of Architects. 


been done to meet its requirements and to substitute 
order for chaotic growth that arises from the unrelated 
efforts of the landowner, the industrialist and the 
financier. The first exploits or reserves his land ac- 
cording to his individual ideas as to what is politic ; 
the second looks mainly at the facilities he would require 
for production and distribution; while the third 
concentrates his mind on the return he will get for 
money invested. These views are not unsound, but 
from the town-planning aspect they must be co-ordinated. 

An important feature in all city organisations is the 
establishment and maintenance of the public services. 
In America, as with us, these have been under the 
Councils or governing bodies, but there, as the complica- 
tion of cities has increased, it has been found necessary 
to create professional planning commissions composed 
of trained technicians. To these have fallen not only 
the responsibility of planning for expansion and growth, 
but also that of replanning the older central sections. 
The usefulness of city planning commissions is now 
generally accepted. Actually,the master plan made by 
the commission is the pattern within which the public 
and private interests must operate ; it establishes the 
framework ; others must fill in the details which concern 
them. It is considered that, to maintain initiative, local 
groups of owners and others interested in their specific 
areas with which they are familiar should, after analysis 
of the conditions, propose schemes to the planning 
commission. 


The suggestion is made that as soon as the public 
can be made aware of the value of the services the 
architect can offer in the solution of problems of group 
design, they will be eager to make use of them. The 
first task, therefore, which confronts the architect is 
to demonstrate his usefulness in this field and to win the 
popular interest. The policy of the A.I.A. is that the 
Chapters should urge their membership to submit 
proposals for the study of locality planning and that for 
this purpose they should divide the cities within their 
territory into local planning areas, and recognise in 
each the leadership of an architect who hasdemonstrated 
his capacity to handle the type of problem involved, 
who may draw upon the combined experience and re- 
search of the profession and also make contacts with the 
official planning commission. 


The preliminary studies for such a programme include 
the problems of density, bad land use, depreciation and 
obsolescence for which data is available. While the 
rights of the individual are recognised, these must be 
co-ordinated with those of the community. A realistic 
form of zoning interpreted in the interest of reasonable 
development is required, and covenants set up for the 
maintenance of community standards considered and 
modified. 

Several States in the U.S.A. have enacted Urban Re- 
development Laws, and the general trend of opinion 
inspires confidence that the architectural profession can 
secure the kind of rebuilding programme they desire, 
provided they are willing to work hard enough to get it. 
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NOTES anno NEWS 


Rebuilding of House of Commons. 

Tue Prime Minister announced in the 
House last week that a motion, ‘‘ That a 
Select Committee be appointed to consider 
a report upon plans for the rebuilding of 
the House of Commons and upon_ such 
minor alterations as may be considered 
desirable, while preserving all its essen- 
tial features’’ would be debated in the 
next series of sittings. 

War Damaged and Destroyed Houses. 

An important direction by the Treasury 
to the War Damage Commission relating 
to the rebuilding or repair of houses, even 
where totally destroyed, is given on page 
358. It enables owners of certain classes 


of houses, subject to the need to obtain ° 


M.o.W. permits and planning consents, to 
carry out repairs, the ‘‘ reasonable cost ”’ 
to be met by the Commission. 
The Director of the National Federation. 
Over 300 applications have been received 
by the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers for a Director to succeed 
Sir Jonah Walker-Smith, M.P., who is re- 
tiring from the position at the end of the 
year. 
Sir Jonah, who has held the post for the 
past 18 years, will remain in a “‘ con- 
sulting capacity ’’ for a few years after 
that date. Sir Jonah will, early next 
year, practise as a professional consultant 
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in the building industry from his cham- 
bers in the Temple. 

The announcement of the vacancy says 
that a ‘‘ substantial salary ’’ will be paid 
to the new Director. 


Sir Jonah Walker-Smith’s period ot 


service as Director has been marked by 
the establishment, on a basis of increasing 
amity, of good relations with the opera- 
tive side of the industry. 
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Sir Jonah has held the office of Director 
for the last 18 years, and prior to that he 
had been Housing Director at the Ministry 
of Health for seven years following a period 
of eight years as Chief Engineer and 
Housing and Town Planning Commis- 
sioner to the old Scottish Local Govern- 
ment Board. Sir Jonah was an original 
member, and is the only surviving mem- 
ber, of the old Road Board Advisory Com- 
mittee which was formed by the late Sir 
George Gibb in 1911, and he was Con- 
sulting Engineer to the Road Board in 
Scotland for several years. He had pre- 
viously been City Engineer at Edinburgh, 
from which post he resigned in 1909. 
He has represented Barrow-in-Furness in 
Parliament since 1931. He is a member 
of the Institution of Civil Engineers and 
of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, 
a Fellow of the Chartered Surveyors’ In- 
stitution, Hon. Associate of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects and @ 
Barrister-at-law. 

Development of Westminster Housing 
Estate. 

Mr. A. J. Tuomas, F.R.I.B.A., has 
been appointed by Westminster City 
Council to prepare sketch plans and a 
provisional estimate of cost in connection 
with the revised proposals for the com- 
pletion of the development of the Ebury 
Bridge Housing Estate Extension. The 
works include a community centre, day 
nursery, tenants’ workshops, etc., and the 
laying out of gardens and playgrounds. 


Town Planning of Hastings. 

Mr. A. Trystan Epwarps, M.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., has been ap- 
pointed to prepare, as consultant, an out- 
line plan for the redevelopment of the 
built-up area of Hastings. 


An Appointment. 

Tue Staffordshire Education Committee 
have appointed Mr. A. C. H. Stillman, 
F.R.I.B.A., as Architect and Surveyor, 
filling the vacancy caused by the death of 
Colonel G. C. Lowbridge, M.C., D.L., 


L.R.LB.A. 
Professional Announcements. 
Messrs. MircHetL & BRIDGWATER, 


chartered architects, of 42, Bruton-place, 
Berkeley-square, W.1, announce that their 
partnership was dissolved on September 30 
by mutual consent. The practice will be 
continued by Mr. Derek Bridgwater at 
the same address. 

As from Friday, October 22, the office 
address of Mr. Frank N. FALKNER, 
F.S.L, F.LArb., has been 39, Bedford- 
square, W.C.2. 


From The Builder of 1843 
Saturday, October 28, 1843. Price 3d. 
THe British Museum.—Notwithstand- 

ing the attempt to raise opposition and 
obstacles to get up, if possible, a competi- 
tion, the British Museum, I am happy to 
say, is going on swimmingly. . . . Let us, 
at all events, be decently philosophic, and 
make up our minds to admire Smirke. 
Some people, of course, do admire now, 
and why cannot all follow their example? 
Artists are apt greatly to overrate the im- 
portance of what is mere matter of taste, 
and to attribute to it influences existing 
merely in their own imagination, just as 
those learned Thebans, the Camdenists, 
would have us believe that . . . the 
Church itself is in danger—not because the 
Bench of Bishops have discarded their 
orthodox episcopal wigs, but because strict 
architectural precedent, alias copying, is 
not sufficiently attended to, and old super- 
stitious conceits only kept up.—From a 
letter. 
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“LONDON IN THE NATIONAL PLAN” 


MR. OSBORN’S TALK TO CITY 
OF LONDON PLANNERS. 

SPEAKING on October 19 to a lunch- 

time meeting of the Town and Country 
Planning Association in the Abercorn 
tooms, Mr. F. J. Ossporn dealt with the 
subject of ‘‘ London in the National Plan.”’ 
County Alderman A, Emil Davies, J.P., 
was in the chair. 

In the matter of planning, London was 
faced (said Mr. Osborn) with a difficult 
and, he thought, a critical situation. For 
the first time the question of its future 
development was being looked at as a 
matter of public policy. The major 
problem of London was that of over- 
concentration and congestion. The con- 
striction of space for business purposes 
was bad enough. Space was so scarce and 
dear that many businesses worked under 
enormous difficulties, and there was in 
thousands of offices and factories a lack of 
sufficient floor-space, light, air, yard-space, 
car-parking space and decent surrounding 
amenities. Now if this were the only 
problem it could be, at sufficient expense, 
to some extent remedied. The real diffi- 
culty was even more fundamental. Busi- 
ness and industry were carried on by 
people. The greater the concentration the 
more people engaged in it. These people 
must live somewhere. As their numbers 
increased they must either live more 
closely together, or they must live at a 
greater distance. ‘‘ This,” said the 
speaker, ‘‘ is about as obvious as anything 
could be. It is really astonishing that a 
fact so simple and plain has received so 
little consideration. In the past the whole 
discussion as to the form of London 
development has turned on the secondary 
question as to whether people should live 
more closely together or spread their 
houses over a wider suburban area. 
Alternately or in parallel they have been 
forced to do both, and both methods have 
been pursued so far as to produce intoler- 
able conditions. But the primary question, 
that of the propriety of the continued 
concentration, was for long unasked. 

‘* The County of London Plan brings qut 
the facts in a very clear and useful way. 
In the County there are four million people 
(1938 figures). They have insufficient 
space for their homes, some of them being 
huddled together at 400 persons to the 
acre, and vast numbers at 150 or 200 per 
icre, They have insufficient space for 
play, their total open space being under 
iwo acres per 1,000 people, and their play- 
ing field space being half an acre per 1,000 
as compared with the accepted standard of 
six or seven acres per 1,000. Their houses 
ire old and bad—how bad we are only 
beginning to realise—and there are 
mmense difficulties in improving them 
owing to the space-shortage and the 
scarcity price of land. The conditions are 
<9 uncongenial to the people that, accord- 
ug to the- Report, ‘the best elements, 
‘specially young married people,’ have 
been persistently moving out. For years 
before the war, in fact, people were 
moving out at the rate of 50,000 a year. 
\Without doubt, a great many more would 

ave gone out if they could have afforded 
t. Those who remained were very largely 
the poorer people. 

‘* Between the wars the business con- 
centration in inner London increased 
vastly. We are all aware of the enormous 
rebuilding of business London, the replace- 
inent of four-storey buildings by eight- and 
ten-storey buildings that went on merrily 
u the City, Holborn and Westminster. 
lhe increased population employed in 
London went to live in the suburbs, ever 
further and further from the centre, and 


they were joined there by the 50,000 a year 
who went out from inner London. 

‘* Hence the other great burden and 
weariness of London—the suburban 
journey, continually lengthening, con- 
tinually getting more uncomfortable. 
London Transport, with brilliant engineer- 
ing skill, at vast expense but with only 
moderate satisfaction to the ‘C’ stock- 
holders, met the demand by tube exten- 
sions and new bus routes. Strap-hanging 
and bus queues became a characteristic of 
London life. Peak overloading of more 
than 100 per cent. became chronic on some 
of the tubes, and in 1938 the spokesman 
of the L.P.T.B. told the Barlow Royal 
Commission that 100 per cent. overloading 
of tubes would remain for all time. Yet in 
the ame breath the Board unashamedly 
avowed their intention to extend still 
further the overcrowded tubes, and the 
Government unashamedly backed them by 
loans at a low rate of interest on public 
credit. When asked if there was ever to 
be a limit to this fantastic kind of develop- 
ment, the spokesman of the Board gave the 
most cynical answer on record in public 
documents : Yes, ‘ the limit of the patience 
of the straphanger.” I am a Londoner 
myself, and I understand Londoners. We 
are the toughest people on this tough 
earth. But I cannot decide if we are the 
greatest saints or the most utter mutts. 
I only know that we must be one or the 
other. No other citizenry in the world 
can ‘ take it’ as we can. Yet even the 
L.P.T.B. realise that we have a limit. 

‘“‘ It is not the least merit of the County 
of London Plan that it realises this par- 
ticular limit. But it oversteps another : 
our willingness to be scientifically packed 
together in architectural poultry batteries. 
The suburban journey having become 
unbearable, the other method of adapt- 
ing people to an excessive business concen- 
tration naturally comes up again. It has 
come up before in the history of London, 
notably in the 1860’s to 1890’s, when the 
concentration outpaced the transport 
facilities then available. That was the 
period of ‘ Philanthropy and 5 Per Cent..,’ 
when the sanitary tenements of Shoreditch, 
Holborn, St. Giles, Kensington, Camber- 
well, etc., went up. The movement was 
unpopular with the masses, and it died 
instantly when the successive inventions of 
the bicycle, the petrol bus, electric tram 
and the tube made the suburban alterna- 
tive again possible. Proof was then given 
that the Londoner will go to amazing 
lengths in journey time and cost to get the 
house and garden he wants. That still 
remains true. If we have to choose 
between the house and garden at the cost 
of the suburban journey on the one hand, 
and the tenement-flat near work on the 
other, the vast majority, even now, will 
choose the former. That such a frightful 
choice should be thrust on us is the com- 
plete condemnation of the fundamentals of 
London’s pattern of development. We 
have to think again. There is a third way, 
and unless we take it London is dooming 
itself to economic disaster.”’ 

He wished to keep the social and 
economic considerations in proper per- 
spective. Even if it were on balance 
economically advantageous to London to 
continue or maintain its business concen- 
tration by housing 75 per cent. of its 
families in flats, as the County of London 
Plan contemplated, it would be inde- 
fensible on grounds of social policy. The 
implications of such a policy were appalling 
from the national standpoint. The build- 
ing of flats on that scale would mean 
saying good-bye to any hope of restoring 
the reproduction rate to unity. 

‘* Now let us suppose that the inevitable 
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failure of the 75 per cent. flat policy drives 
us back on the other relatively facile solu- 
tion—a further extension of suburbs, more 
tubes, more bus routes, huge street- 
widenings, etc., coupled with an attempt 
to continue the business and manufac 
turing concentration of the City and the 
adjoining boroughs. That seems to be in 
the immediate economic interest of the 
City, a spokesman of which has recently 
said that it is a principle of the as yet 
undisclosed City plan that all the business 
evacuated during the war is to be encovr- 
aged to come back.” 

He suggested that this also was a policy 
that must have an extremely short life. 
‘* Follow out the consequences of a further 
suburb-and-transport development, which 
I have shown is inevitable if you mean to 
retain and rebuild for the whole present 
population. In the course of 20 years 
another million people will migrate to the 
edges of Greater London. The journey, 
burdensome now, will become an even 
more outrageous deduction from labour— 
energy and wages. The consciousness that 
the time and money cost of journeys ought 
to be part of the economic cost of business 
and industry, and not a loss to the workers, 
is growing and will grow. What will be 
the result? Undoubtedly a speeding up of 
the spontaneous movement of industry to 
the outer suburbs, already a prominent 
phenomenon of all great cities. It will not 
stop with industry. ‘There are many 
businesses of the office type that do not 
need a central situation. I predict with 
complete assurance that they will follow 
the same trend; indeed, it had already 
begun before 1939, and the war has shown 
unsuspected possibilities. London should 
face its situation, and in collaboration 
with the National Government, whose 
financial aid it will need in any case, set 
about a deliberate policy of decentralising 
a sufficient proportion of its population, its 
manufacturing industry, and its more 
mobile types of business, to permit of 
rehousing its central population at a 
density which will make their housing 
conditions permanently acceptable to 
family people. It is a colossal, almost a 
frightening, operation, but it is the only 
way.”’ 


COMPETITION NEWS 


COTTAGES FOR THE NATIONAL 
TRUST, WEST WYCOMBE. 

In 1934 the National Trust acquired from 
the Royal Society of Arts a considerable 
part of the village of West Wycombe, 
Bucks, and have since bought still more of 
it. The village, a practically unspoiled 
example of 16th and 17th century tradi- 
tional work in local materials, lies on the 
London-Oxford Road immediately beyond 
High Wycombe. On the south side of the 
toad there stood a small factory which has 
been demolished, and the National Trust 
are now promoting a competition for 
designs for cottages for the redevelopment 
of the site. Architects can secure from the 
National Trust, 7, Buckingham Palace 
Gardens, 8.W.1, full particulars, etc., of 
the competition and a site plan on payment 
of a deposit of £1. 

The Trust is anxious that the new 
cottages, which are to be for working-class 
tenants, should be not only a real contri- 
bution to the beauty of this famous village 
but also a contribution to the problem of 
cottage designs for villages to meet modern 
needs, and special consideration is to be 
given to the practical aspects of the 
interior design and fittings. The assessors 
are Messrs. Darcy Braddell, Edward 
Maufe and William Weir. Premiums : 1st, 
100 guineas; 2nd, 30 guineas; 3rd, 20 
guineas. 

It is hoped to erect cottages according to 
the winning design after the war. 
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LABOUR IN THE BUILDING 
INDUSTRY 
A PEP BROADSHEET.* 
From a Correspondent. 

Tue registration of building firms under 
Regulation 56AB. provided a lot of in- 
formation which seemed to astonipia 
(amongst others) the Ministry of Works. 
The structure of the industry was never- 
theless well known to organised employers 
and operatives in the industry, and the 
only thing about the registration that has 
astonished them is the deductions that 
people have tried to draw from the pub- 
lished figures. 

First we were told that the Ministry of 
Works had issued something like 115,000 
provisional licences—later reduced to 
87,000. We haven’t heard much about 
the 28,000 which were dropped out between 
Une two recordings, but judging by those 
left in, their association with the building 
industry must have been in the relation 
of Scotch cousinship—to the nth degree. 

My figures are about 21 months old. The 
Ministry of Works, about the beginning of 
last year, gave to a Press conference at 





Lambeth Bridge House the following 
classification :— 
Firms employing over 500 
operatives bee sot 260 
Firms employing 100 to 
499 operatives... J) R85 
Firms employing 20 to 99 
operatives we ;.. 6918 
(i.e., firms employing 20 
men or more bse sa 4423 
Firms employing 5 to 19 
operatives bi ... 16,012 
(i.e., firms employing over 
4 men) - aa =u 23,435 
Firms employing 1 to 4 
operatives ~ ... 31,761 


Firms not employing any 
operatives at all ... ... 31,718 63,479 


Grand total 86.914 


It was officially admitted that the army of 
one-man firms describing themselves as 
‘‘chimney sweeps, slaters and _ tilers,” 
or ‘‘funeral undertakers, joiners and 
general repairs” were included in the 
register. 

Now, many of the sub-trade firms, em- 
ploying a relatively small number of 
operatives, are legitimately included in 
the building and contracting industry. 
But there must be at least 50,000 regis- 
tered firms employing in bulk not more 
than 50,000 operatives who run _ small 
jobbing businesses and would more justi- 
fiably be regarded as in the ‘‘ employed ”’ 
than in the ‘‘employing’’ class. Both 
masters and men would, upon more de- 
tailed inquiry, be found to be handymen, 
and their work would include stopping up 
mouseholes, hanging a new _ sasacord, 
clearing a stopped drain, replacing a de- 
fective door lock, whitewashing a cellar, 
and so forth. These people do not stay 
52 weeks a year in the building industry. 
In coast towns they do seasonal jobs, such 
as boat-hiring. They are available to 
borough surveyors for a spot of tar-spray- 
ing of roads and footpaths in the Spring. 
They are very useful odd-job men. They 
registered under 56A.B. because they 
feared that if they didn’t they might be 
prevented in future from ever again doing 
50 per cent. of the odd jobs by whic they 
earn their living. The figures in the first 
column on page 4 of P E P Broadsheet 
No. 212 generally bear out this contention 

Something like 35,000 firms are left who 
can legitimately be regarded as organis- 





*QObtainable from 16, Queen Anne’s-gate, 
S.W.L 
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able building trades employers. These are 
made up of large, medium and small con- 
tractors and _ sub-contractors (in _ all 
trades), civil engineering contractors, 
house-builders, and firms who do nothing 
but maintenance and repairs but who 
nevertheless employ operatives belonging 
to the various crafts, and should not be 
confused with the army of odd-job men 
mentioned above. In peace time, these 
35,000 firms employ about 1,200,000 men 
between them (average about 35 men per 
firm). But it would be wrong to think in 
terms of a general average. The average 
employing capacity of the painter, plumber 
and slater sub-contracting firms, for 
instance, is very low compared with that 
of even the smaller general building con- 
tractors. Note that the table on the 
middle of page 2 of the Broadsheet shows 
44.940 firms described as “general 
builders.’? This is a, self-classification, 
and must include so many odd-job men 
that as a classification it isn’t worth much. 

In the years before the war it took one 
man one year to build one house. This is 
site labour; to get the employing capacity 
of the house-building industry you must 
add to the site labour the labour employed 
in joiners’ and plumbers’ workshops. ‘As 
‘‘ prefabrication”’ fhad entered into the 
hougse-building industry to a much greater 
extent than into the contracting industry, 
the ratio of workshop labour to site 
labour would. probably be higher in 
house-building than in contracting. The 
bulk of the 250,000 to 400,000 ‘houses 
erected annually before the war were 
erected by not more than 5,000 firms. 
That would mean an average of 50 to 80 
men per firm. Here again, however, 
were large, medium and _ small house- 
builders, and there is hardly such a thing 
as a single average. 

The greater part of the P E P Broad- 
sheet deals with site organisation and 
trade union organisation. So far as the 
former is concerned, the large Government 
sites developed during war-time conditions 
(often in isolated places) have produced 
problems not met with under peace-time 
conditions. Where jobs are large enough 
to justify T.U. site representatives, as 
such men have been chosen for their tact 
and other good qualities, it is the general 
experience of contractors taat they are 
very helpful. 

According to the second paragraph on 
page 14 of the Broadsheet, the N.F.B.T.O. 
membership in 1938 was 266,000—about 20 
per cent. of the industry. The membership 
of N.F.B.T.E. has never represented 
fewer than 40 per cent. of the operators 
in the industry, and if you add to this the 
employing capacity of the house-builders’ 
organisations ~now integrated in_ the 
National Federation of Registered House- 
builders, you get a figure of about 66 per 
cent. Why, then, all the pother about the 
lack of organisation amongst ‘‘ employers ” 
in the industry? They show up very well 
as compared with operatives. 





COMING EVENTS 


Tuesday, November 2. 
FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS. Quarterly 
Luncheon. Address by Sir William Beveridge, 
K.C.B. Connaught Rooms, W.C.2. 1 p.m. 


Worl d N ws 
Ww , Nove 3, 





DesiGN AND InpustRIES Association. Mr. F. R. 
Yerbury on ‘Commercial Design To-day in 
Sweden.’ Royal Society’s Rooms, Burlington 
Ifouse, W.1. 1.30 p.m, (Buffet lunch, 12.45 
p.m.) 

Roya Society or Arts. Presidential Address 
by Dr. E. F. Armstrong on “ The Long Road of 
Progress.” Adelphi. 1.45 p.m. 


Saturday, November 6. 
Rovat. Sanitary Tystitute. Sessional Meeting. 
Pump Room, Bath. 10.15 a.m. 
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STORY OF A-WANDERING 


CHURCH 
THE KING’S WEIGH HOUSE. 

A party of antiquarians, worshippers 
from the King’s Weigh House Church, 
Binney- (formerly Thomas-) street, May- 
fair, went on a pilgrimage last Saturday 
week around the sites of the former 
churches of that name and their fore- 
runners, conducted by Mr. H. V. Moles- 
worth Roberts. Meeting in St. Katherine's 
Way, by the entrance to St. Katherine's 
Docks, they recalled the ancient Hospital 
and Collegiate Church of that name, which 
occupied their place, and the sites of the 
several buildings were indicated. Founded, 
it is stated, in the reign of Stephen, and 
refounded in that of Henry III, it retained 
after the Reformation its right to elect its 
own chaplain. At the Act of Uniformity 
in 1662, many left and founded a Presby- 
terian congregation in the district; mean- 
while the Hospital continued till 1825, 
when it removed to Regent’s Park (where 
its buildings of c. 1827, by Ambrose 
Poynter, still stand), as a consequence ot 
the plan for forming the docks, completed 
in 1828. 

The party then proceeded to Sun-court, 
Cornhill, formerly Weigh House Yard, 
where the earlier Weighing-house stood, in 
which imported goods were weighed and 
taxed; though the congregation probably 
did not (as stated in an earlier history of 
1925) settle here, it was visited as a point 
of interest. It was burnt in the Great 
Fire and rebuilt in Little Eastcheap. The 
company now wended its way thither, 
stopping at the foot of Gracechurch-street 
to show the position of Great Eastcheap, 
now obliterated, where the congregation 
settled; St. Clement Eastcheap, a little 
way up King William-street, shows its 
ancient direction. The site in Little East- 
cheap (now Eastcheap pure and simple), 
between Botolph- and Love-lanes, was 
occupied, as shown by the tablet, by St. 
Andrew Hubbard, incorporating Roman 
remains; after this church perished in 1666 
the second Weighing-house was built on 
its site, and the church occupied its upper 
portion in or before 1697. Late in the next 
century it became Independent. The build- 
ing becoming outgrown, a chapel was built, 
retaining the old name, about 1836, in 
Fish-street-hill, possibly (though the site 
is disputed) on the site of St. Leonard, 
Eastcheap; the party was shown a plinth 
and base of a pier, just below the entrance 
to Monument Station, believed by the Rev. 
H. J. Fynes-Clinton (vicar of St. Magnus) 
to be part of this chapel.* 

In 1883 the construction of the under- 
ground railway station meant another 
move, and after a period at the Pillay 
Hall, Cannon-street Station, the present 
brick-and-terra-cotta building in Duke 
Robert- and Thomas-streets, Grosvenor 
square, was built in 1891 to the design of 
Alfred Waterhouse, and later embellished 
by Paul Waterhouse, Sir John Burnet. 
Prof. Anning Bell and Mr. A. E. Hender 
son. This was bombed in 1940,+ but the 
hostel and parsonage building in Binney- 
street survive, in which, on the first floor. 
a chapel has been fitted for worship and 
room for social conference. H. V. M. R. 


Land in Post-War Reconstruction. 

“Land and Liberty ”’ has issued from 
4, Great Smith-street, S.W.1, reprints of 
some articles from that journal contain- 
ing an analysis of the obstacles whic) 
impede progress in the matter of town- 
planning and _ post-war reconstruction. 
and constructive proposals for overcom- 
ing them. 

* See City Press, January 1, 1937. 

+ See description of the church at the time of the 
bombing in The Builder, November 1, 1940, page 425. 
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GENERAL VIEW OF FILTER HOUSE A. 


SOME RECENT WATERWORKS BUILDINGS 
DESIGNED BY THE BOROUGH ARCHITECT 


THESE BUILDINGS HAVE BEEN ERECTED TO HOUSE produce structures of straightforward plan and 
extensions of a Borough waterworks. The scheme simple outline and detail in keeping with their 
includes two pumping stations, two underground function. The architects and engineers have worked 
reservoirs, two filter houses and a water tower. In _ in close co-operation. 
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PLAN OF FILTER HOUSE A. 
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ANOTHER VIEW OF FILTER HOUSE A. 


pumping stations and tower being reservoirs. The tower is a mono- 
on the lower ground of the Borough lithic concrete shell of octagon 
whilst the filter houses and under- plan. It is carried on a reinforced 
ground reservoirs are on the high raft and houses a welded steel 
ground towards the impounding elevated tank holding 446 tons 


INTERIOR OF FILTER HOUSE A. 


SOME RECENT WATERWORKS BUILDINGS 
DESIGNED BY 
THE BOROUGH ARCHITECT. 
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of water. The tower has vertical 
slit windows protected by steel 
grilles, and the doors and drive 
gates are also in steel. Unfortun- 
ately, the essential vertical lines 
of the building and the simple 
cream decoration are now dis- 
figured with wartime camouflage. 

The pumping stations each 
house two electrically operated 
multi-stage centrifugal pumps, 
water softening plant and office 
and lavatory accommodation. 
They are both built in brickwork 
and faced with narrow Conis- 
boro in one case, and Buckley 
Junction rustics in the other. 
Roofs are of in situ reinforced con- 
crete finished below with TenTest 
board and above with Paropa 
patent roofing. The floors are 
mainly heavy density cork tiles 
and the walls have dadoes of 
9 in. square egg-shell glazed 
tiles. Wall and ceiling decora- 
tions are in off-white providing. 
along with the honey-coloured 
dadoes, a suitable background 
for the brightly coloured plant. 
Heating is by a thermostatically 
controlled low pressure hot-water 
installation with automatic 
gravity feed boiler. 

Filter house A _ is situated 
in the hills, just below the 
impounding reservoirs. The 
building provides accommoda- 
tion for six horizontal air- 
scoured pressure filters, chemical 
and chlorine rooms, laboratory. 
office and lavatory accommoda- 
tion. The exterior walls are 
built with a local pink stone, 
quarried close at hand, while 
the roofs are of similar con- 
struction to the pumping 
stations. Window and doors 
are of steel and floors of cork. 
Ceilings and walls are painted 
off-white with pale blue tile 
dadoes. Heating is similar to 
that at the pumping stations. 

Filter house B accommodates: 
four vertical mechanical filters, 
chemical plant, chlorinating 
plant, office and lavatories. The 
exterior walls are built of a 
local greyish stone and the roofs. 
are of concrete. A particular 
feature of the building are the 
high level windows desirable for 
the lighting of the _ vertical 
filters. The chemical room is. 
provided with an unloading bay 
with rolled steel shutters. The 
interior finishings are. similar to 
those at the first filter house. 

Throughout the scheme the 


plant has been erected under 


separate contracts and _ these 
include the steel water tank, 
pumps, filters, chemical and 
softening plant. 

Epiror’s Note.—For security 
reasons we are unable to print 
the name of the Borough 
Architect, his staff, and the 
Consulting Engineers responsible 
for the design of the buildings 
and plant illustrated. 
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BUILDINGS 
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A PUMPING STATION 


Above: A GENERAL VIEW. 
Left: INTERIOR. 
Below: THE PLAN. 
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THE OCTAGONAL WATER TOWER. 


SOME RECENT WATERWORKS BUILDINGS. 





BOOK REVIEWS : 
T.V.A.: Adventure 


Juuian Hoxtey. 
Press, Cheam, Surrey. 


in Planning. By 
The Architectural 
Price 8s. 6d. 

This is a concise popular description of 
the Tennessee Valley Authority's great 
scheme for a complete system of dams for 
the Tennessee Valley, which embraces an 
area of some 42,000 square miles, four- 
fifths of that of England and Wales. It 
was initiated as a national undertaking, 
despite considerable opposition, in 1933, 
and is now almost completed. Its pur- 
poses include navigability and flood con- 
trol; reafforestation; agricultural and in- 
dustrial development, together with the 
operation of the large Muscle Shoals 
chemical plant. 

Two earlier dams on the Tennessee and 
four on tributaries were taken over, and 
including these the system now comprises 
20 dams ranging in height from 307 ft, 
to 50 ft., and in length from 8,650 ft. to 
450 ft.; eighteen of these are completed, 
and all are intended to serve power 
installations. 

The Tennessee Valley was selected for 
this great experiment for several reasons : 
The river contributed largely to disastrous 
floods on the Ohio and Lower Mississippi; 
flood control could be tied up with both 
navigation and the profitable generation of 
electric power; while reclamation of the 
land would be facilitated. Much of this 


area was inhabited by peasant farmers, 
whose primitive methods had denuded the 
land of timber and exhausted it by un- 
The heavy rainfall did the 


suitable crops. 








rest, and the result was ravined and sterile 
ground with a population of ‘“‘ poor 
whites.” 

Together with navigation and power the 
scheme includes the restoration of the 
land to forest and agriculture by remodel- 
ling the surface, reducing gradients and 
by planting. The costs of this will 
probably be eventually recouped and do 
not appear in the main budget, which is 
divided as follows: 21.8 per cent. for 
navigation; 12.4 per cent. for flood con- 
trol, and 65.8 per cent. for power. 

The architectural developments of the 
scheme are very interesting, as they have 
made progress from the start towards a 
broadly simplified treatment employing 
geometrical forms and enclosing ‘mechani 
cal details for protective reasons. This 
results in a good type of ‘‘ modernist ”’ 
design which, however, is qualified in the 
minor buildings, seen in conjunction with 
the general landscape, of the new town- 
ships and the provision for public recrea 
tion, of which a feature has been made in 
connection with the replanting and the 
new reservoirs on the waterway. ‘These 
fine lakes, with their well-laid-out sur- 
roundings, provide a good route for the 
Mississippi river steamers and have made 
the valley the chief centre in America for 
the pleasure-boat industry as well as for 
swimming and other water sports, attract- 
ing large numbers of tourists. Fishing 
has also greatly improved, and as all these 
changes made themselves felt by the 
people of the district, these have gained 
in vitality and enterprise and are now 
taking an active part in the developments. 
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An Introduction to Concrete Work. By 
L. Cuitpe. Concrete Publications, 

Ltd., 14, Dartmouth-street, S.W.1. 

Price ls. 6d. 

There are many text-books on different 
aspects of concrete and reinforced con- 
crete, but the one under notice is the firs: 
we have encountered that sets out to ex- 
plain the subject in a simple, interesting 
and readable way in the compass of 
130 small pages. It professes to be no 
more than an introduction, but it is a 
good deal more than that. Here are no 
vague generalisations, leaving the reader 
in doubt as to their meaning. Everything 
is as exactly stated as ordinary language 
allows. The nature of the materials used 
and how they combine together, propor- 
tioning for different purposes, water 
content, measuring, mixing, transporting, 
placing, hardening and curing, shuttering, 
reinforcement, surface finishes, pre-cast 
concrete, testing—in fact, every operation 
in concrete making is carefully analysed 
and made clear. There is even a chapter 
on the scientific principles underlying rein- 
forced concrete construction that could be 
understood by any intelligent layman. 

The book, unlike many to which the 
cliché has been applied, meets a ‘“‘long- 
felt want.’’ It should appeal not only to 
students in technical schools, apprentices, 
and other young men_ entering the 
industry, but also to builders, builders’ 
foremen, clerks of works, architectural 
students, and even architects who may 


not be too well up in the subject. It is 
fully illustrated, and contains several 
tables of useful memoranda. For those 


who wish to pursue the subject further 
there is a useful bibliography of more 
advanced books. It is really remarkable 
value for a modest eighteenpence. 


Architectural Hygiene, or Sanitary Science 
as Applied to Buildings. By Sir 
Banister  Frercuer, P-P.R.I.B.A., 
F.S.I.., and Mason H.  Puarirs 
Fretcuer, F.R.1.B.A., F.S.I. London : 
Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons, Ltd. Price 
18s. net. 

This is a concise text-book dealing com- 
prehensively with sanitary service in rela- 
tion to buildings. It includes also chap- 
ters on ventilation, lighting and heating. 
Clearly written and profusely illustrated. 
it should appeal to all who are technically 
interested in this important subject, par- 
ticularly architects, surveyors, engineers, 
medical officers of health, sanitary inspec- 
tors, plumbers and students. Now in its 
eighth edition, the book has been exten- 
sively revised and brought up to date. 
Replanning Leicester-square. 

A proposaL has been made to West- 
minster City Council by Sir Edwin 
Lutyens, Chairman of the Royal Academy 
Planning Committee, that a garden in a 
London square be redesigned, as since 
the removal of the railings, garden plant- 
ing is no longer suitable. It was stated 
that the Institute of Landscape Architects 
and the Royal Academy Committee would 
give their services in an advisory capacity 
if the Council would undertake the work. 
The Royal Academy Committee were 
thanked for their proposal, and it was 
suggested that they might consider the 
preparation of two schemes, one for a 
garden in private ownership, and one for 
a garden already an open space in the 
City Council’s charge. Of the second 
category, the garden at Leicester-square 
was mentioned. 

Sir Edwin Lutyens has now written, 
with regard to the planning of Leicester- 
square garden, that his Committee would 
be very pleased to make proposals for the 
Council’s consideration without any obli- 
gation on the latter’s part. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


{Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
@s possible.) 


Holidays With Pay. 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


Sir,—In your issue of October 15, Mr. 
Herbert E. White commented that as at 
August 14 stamps had been sold to 15,905 
firms, whereas the July, 1941, returns of 
the Ministry of Works showed that 55,881 
firms were employing at least one opera- 
tive. He asks, logically enough, what is 
being done about the other 40,000. 

An examination of the returns shows 
that :— 

(a) According to the November, 1942, 
return, which is the document at present 
consulted, there were about 43,000 firms 
to whom the Agreement applies, and of 
these over 24,000 were employing one, two 
or three men. 

(4) The number of firms now on the 
[Holidays Scheme] register indicates that 
progress has been made, the latest figure 
being 17,485. 

(c) An examination of the data avail- 
able tends to indicate that the great 
majority of the operatives in the indus- 
tries are already covered. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, Mr. 
White renders a good service in drawing 
attention to an urgent task, that of 
bringing into line all those employers who 
are at present evading their obligations. 

Through the admirable service rendered 
by the Ministry of Works on an applica- 
tion made by me through the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, I was enabled to send 
a copy of the Agreement to every em- 
ployer who had registered under Defence 
Regulation 56 AB. Without such assist- 
ance it would not have been possible to 
inform every contractor of his obligations 
to observe the Agreement and the conse- 
quence of his refusal. Let me add that it 
would have served the purpose which Mr. 
White and others have at heart if the 
B.B.C., when I approached them, had 
shown some inclination to place their pub- 
licity service at the disposal of the Holi- 
days Scheme. 

Whenever evidence is brought before the 
company appropriate action is taken with 
recalcitrant firms, and I readily acknow- 
ledge that in this task every assistance is 
accorded by the Ministry of Works. But 
obyiously the real effective remedy lies 
within the ambit of the industrial organi- 
sations. 

The Company would be grateful for the 
assistance of all such organisations in en- 
suring that all firms within their areas are 
made aware that the provisions of para- 
graph (4) of Defence Regulation 56 AB 
require all building and civil engineering 
undertakings registered under that regula- 
tion, employing labour of the classes whose 
wages are determined by the National 
Joint Council for the Building Industry 
and the Civil Engineering Construction 
Board, to operate the National Scheme 
for Holidays with pay administered by the 
Management Company. . 

E. J. Cuapman, 
General Manager and Secretary, 
Building and Civil Engineering 
Holidays Scheme Management, 
Ltd. 
82, New Cavendish-street, W.1. 


Housing and Finance. 
To THE Epitor or The Builder. 
Sir,—Following the correspondence you 
have published on this subject, and the 
report in your issue of October 15, on the 
discussion at the opening Conference on 
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Planning at the Institution of Civil Engi- 
neers, to which I had the pleasure of con- 
tributing, may I be permitted to under- 
line two important coefficients which, in 
my view, are indispensable to national 
rehousing : (1) The general desire to own 
and not rent a house; (2) the necessity of 
making labour of all kinds, particularly 
craftsmen, more fluid than before. Under 
our old methods (1) has not been com- 
patible with (2). 

Apart from building technicalities, one 
feature can contribute substantially to the 
supply of reasonably priced houses to the 
community—that is, the provision ol 
building finance at a rate not higher than 
3 per cent. for all building regarded as 
essential—and this must form part of the 
scheme of general control we all expect 
until the back of the problem has been 
broken. 

Bound up with the terms of building 
finance, therefore, is point No. 1. Would- 
be house owners, of which there is to-day 
a much higher proportion than would-be 
tenants, should be given the benefit of 
this low borrowing rate, together with a 
reasonably long repayment period. Then 
point No. 2 requires.a plan to enable them 
to exchange their house for another in 
some other part of the country {subject to 
valuation adjustment, etc.), thereby 
enabling them to move about more freely 
when work, and perhaps the national need, 
calls them elsewhere. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Health, at a recent private 
meeting, said that the. Government would 
welcome suggestions from the Building 
Societies collectively as to how their con- 
siderable resources could best. be made 
available for national rehousing. I do not 
believe that this can be done effectively 
without Government co-operation or that 
the Government’s rehousing hopes can be 
fully realised without the Building Society 
organisation, adapted maybe to cover the 
requirements I have indicated. 

I hope I have been able to demonstrate 
that these considerations are among the 
pre-requisites to a successful rehousing 
plan which must be tackled before such a 
plan can become nationally acceptable. 

*‘ B. BarractoveH Fett. 

Thames Ditton, Surrey. 


Post-War Housing. 
To THE EpIToR oF The Builder. 

Srr,—As a young man I was connected 
for several years prior to 1914 with Co- 
Partnership Tenants, Ltd., the organisa- 
tion responsible for the town planning and 
building of garden cities at Hampstead, 
Letchworth, Liverpool, Leicester, etc. The 
pioneers of this society were Henry Vivian, 
M.P.; F. 8. Litchfield; Miss Gurney and 
many others, while Raymond Unwin acted 
as architectural adviser and arbiter at 
Hampstead. It will be admitted that the 
Hampstead Garden Suburb is a monu- 
mental example of what can be done in 
this direction, and the Germans sent at 
least one delegation over here to study our 
methods of town planning. 

The creation of these cities was the re- 
sult of many years dogged struggle by the 
originators to prepare and lay down the 
machinery of finance and organisation and 
to found a system of creating houses for 
all classes at an economical rent which 
decreased as the years passed until the 
occupiers eventually owned the properties 
collectively, coupled with architectural 
beauty of design and layout. 

Coming back after the last war to dis- 
cover the housing shortage, I have never 
ceased to wonder why this organisation 
and ready-to-hand machinery was. not used 
as a basis to remedy the discrepancy, in- 
stead of allowing anyone that chose to 
call himself a builder to put up rows of 
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stereotyped boxes. Is it too late to utilise 
the knowledge gained and build well- 
planned houses on well-planned sites in 
the present crisis, or must we drift along 
until taken in tow by the speculating 
builder once again? 
C. Mappison. 
Wimbledon, S.W.19. 


** Prefabricated.” 
To THe Epitor or The Builder. 
Srr,—The ungainly word “ prefabri- 
cated’ has been bothering people in the 
United States as well as here, so much so 
that an American technica] journal asked 
its readers to suggest something better. 
Some of the new ideas were worse than the 
word it was desired to displace, but it was 
generally felt that the simple word “ pre- 
pared ’’? would suitably describe most of 
the factory-made parts of buildings that 
are now commonly called ‘‘ prefabricated ”’ 
merely because someone unthinkingly used 
this word when the general idea was first 
discussed. You, Sir, writing at speed 
and with a background of journalistic 
jargon, may be excused if you pen the 
word from force of habit, but there is no 
such excuse for manufacturers who intro- 
duce such words when a simpler one would 
do. ANON. 
igs Prepared’ appears to us to be no more 
exact than. “‘ prefabricated.” Is there any 
building material that 1s not in one sense or 
another prepared? “ Prefabrication ’’ denotes 
for most people the manufacture, and in some 
cases the assembly, in a factory of large units 
for floors. walls and roofs, complete plumbing 
installations, etc, We drew attention many 
months ago to the unsuitability of the word 
“‘prefabrication”’ fer what was variously 
implied and suggested the alternative of “ pre 
assembly,” .which we believe has been adopted 
by the technical mission from this country now 
investigating new building methods in the 
United States.—Ep. 


A ‘“ Planned”’ Kitchen. 
To tHE Epitor or The Builder. 

Sir,—I have read with interest Mary 
Beale’s letter in your issue of October 22, 
expressing her views of the kitchen shown 
in the ‘‘ Practical Planning ’’ Exhibition. 
I am afraid, however, that she has not 
appreciated. what the model kitchen is 
intended to show. It is not a kitchen 
planned by engineers, but is based on a 
model evolved in Birmingham. 

The Public Works Department of the 
City of Birmingham prepared a prelimi- 
nary design which was submitted to a 
committee of women representing munici- 
pal householders. The design was altered 
more than once to suit their views, and 
then a full-size model was built. This 
was exhibited, and suggestions were in- 
vited from those who visited it. The 
original design was then altered in certain 
aspects as a result of the suggestions re- 
ceived, particularly in connection with the 
separation of the washing facilities from 
the kitchen itself, and a further model 
was built and exhibited. 

It was decided to include a model 
kitchen based on the second design in the 
‘* Practical] Planning ’’ Exhibition, so that 
visitors in London could see the type of 
kitchen which was ‘being considered in Bir- 
mingham. It is obvious that improvements 
can be made, but the question of cost is 
a limiting factor, and opinions will always 
differ concerning what should or should not 
be included in a kitchen. 

F. H. BuppeEn, 
Organising Officer. 
Inst.C.E. and Inst. M. & C.E. 
Joint Exhibition, 
Westminster, S.W.1. 


Book Received. 

Frre PROTECTION AND A.R.P. Year Book, 
1943-44. (London: Lomax, Erskine and 
Co., Ltd.) Price 7s. 6d. post free. 
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T. AND C.P.A. CONFERENCE. 


A CONFERENCE on ‘‘ Country Towns in a 
National Planning Policy ’’ was convened 
on October 22 and 23, at the Royal Empire 
Society, by the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Association. The agenda was divided 
into five sections :— 


1.—‘*‘ COUNTRY TOWNS: THEIR 
POTENTIALITIES AND NEEDS.” 


In introducing this section the CHAIRMAN 
(Lord Harmsworth) said that before we 
could give any reality to planning there 
must be some consensus of opinion on the 
size of towns. On social grounds and for 
convenience in arrangement there was a 
lot to be said for a town not being more 
than a mile or so in radius. In such a 
town everybody could get in 15 minutes to 
the work centre, and everybody could be 
within 10 or 15 minutes of the open coun- 
iry—two enormous advantages in daily 
life. A town of more than 50,000 lost 
some of these advantages. On the other 
hand, modern competitive industry did 
require a complete range of services of 
many kinds, and some reserve or inter- 
changeability of workers (extremely diffi- 
cult). ‘‘ What we seem to need in England 
to-day,’’ said the Chairman, ‘‘are many 
more really vital, progressive, _well- 
equipped, and socially and_ culturally 
well-developed towns of between 20,000 
and 50,000 population.” 


SESSION I. 

Mr. F. J. Osporn said that the Confer- 
ence’s statement of policy visualised the 
decentralisation or dispersal of industries, 
and suggested. that they should not be 
placed in small or isolated units in the 
countryside, but should preferably be 
grouped in moderate-sized towns capable 
of providing adequate public services and 
social amenities. No assumption was 
made that all existing small towns desired 
or were suitable for industrial or commer- 
cial expansion; on the contrary, in some 
cases developments of this kind might be 
unwelcome or undesirable. The statement 
did not discuss the chief functions of many 
country towns, and some of the primary 
reasons for their growth or decline— 
namely, their functions as market and 
social centres for their rural hinterlands 
and changes therein. Some attention might 
be directed to their needs and potentiali- 
ties in relationships with agricultural and 
rural communities. It might be impracti- 
cal to consider the needs and potentialities 
of country towns without paying some 
attention to rural communities. It had 
been suggested that the minimum popula- 
tion for a satisfactory rural community 
was 1,000, ‘‘ which will support a church, 
a school, village clubs, and the everyday 
retail services.’’ Only a minority of vil- 
lages were likely to reach this size. On 
the whole, it might be expected that the 
larger villages would grow, particularly 
where they could secure piped water sup- 
plies and sanitation, electricity, and fair 
transport facilities. 

The town conditions which were desir- 
able from the point of view of country 
people were :— 

(1) Suitable 
produce ; 

(2) Adequate transport arrangements for 
goods and passengers ; 

(3) A full range of supply services in 
agricultural requirements ; 

(4) Choice of banking services ; 

(5) A full range of supply of retail 
shopping facilities ; 


facilities for marketing 
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(6) A choice of good repair and main- 
tenance garages ; 

(7) Adequate supply of cafés and restau- 
rants; 

(8) Most country towns were fairly ade- 
quately supplied as regards numbers of 
public-houses (though many of these could 
be improved to advantage) ; 

(9) One good cinema able to show the 
best films, under hygienic and pleasant 
conditions. 

Besides these institutions and services, 
country people would also be interested, 
in varying proportions and degrees, in the 
higher grade schools, halls for the use of 
industrial organisations for political, adult 
educational and cultural activities, and in 
a public library where connections were 
established with the county library and 
the service was fully developed. The mini- 
mum size of town which was likely fully 
to meet those requirements was usually one 
of 7,000 inhabitants, and often they would 
be better met by a town of 10,000. 

Another provision which deserved con- 
sideration in relation to towns of 7-10,000 
inhabitants, that of small trading estates, 
might link up with the consideration of 
the redistribution of industries. It would 
appear to be economical and hygienic to 
lay out a small industrial centre with 
roads, water, drainage, power supply, and 
possibly some workshops for renting. 
Where there were possibilities of attracting 
small new industries, the removal of some 
existing workshops to more convenient 
sites and better buildings would be econo- 
mical and desirable. 

For balance of employment and steady 
trading conditions it was desirable that 
individual industries and firms to be estab- 
lished in country towns should be small in 
relation to the total population, including 
the industrial addition. For example, in a 
town with 10,000 inhabitants it would be 
better to have four industries each with 
150 employees than one with 600. It would 
even be better to have two, if they had 
somewhat different characteristics and con- 
ditions of operating, than to have one. 
3ut the authorities of most distinctively 
country towns expecting to attract new 
industries would hope to attract small 
industries or firms, often not employing 
more than fifty, or at most not more than 
one hundred workers. If they were plan- 
ning industrial and trading estates they 
might provide for the workshop or repair 
garage employing, say, five men, up to the 
factory using 100 men and women. In 
some country towns factories providing 
appropriate employment for women would 
be particularly appreciated by the work- 
ing classes and those with whom they 
traded. 


2.—‘‘ INDUSTRIAL ESTATES IN 
COUNTRY TOWNS.” 


Mn: &.L. Papier, F.8.L, P.P.T.P.L, 
took the chair at this session, when the 
speaker was Mr. R. L. Retss, Deputy 
Chairman, Welwyn Garden City. Our 
object (said Mr. Reiss) was to reduce con- 
gestion in the big cities and prevent 
suburban sprawl by the development of 
existing small towns and, to a limited 
extent, of new towns. ‘‘ This can only be 
achieved by the locating of industry in 
those towns. But existing firms will not 
move to, or new industries be established 
in a country town merely by its council 
‘zoning ’ an area for industry. It must 
pursue ay active policy of constructive 
planning and publicity. It must have a 
good proposition and a good sales organi- 
sation.”’ As to how far there would be 
decentralisation after the war would 
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depend on two factors : 
policy; (b) local activity. 

Even if the Government made it part 
of a National plan, no individual town 
would automatically get industry without 
an active policy; even if the Government 
did not whole-heartedly adopt decentrali- 
sation, small towns, well situated, could 
by their own efforts secure an increase of 
industry and population. Letchworth and 
Welwyn secured both without a National 
policy of decentralisation, though they 
would have got more with one. 

Having decided on a bold policy, a small 
town which wishes to develop should 
secure the best consultant available to pre- 
pare a comprehensive town plan and must 
decide matters of major policy, such as— 

(a) The ultimate size of the town? It 
was suggested that this should be 
from 30,000 to 60,000. 

(b) How was a green belt to be preserved 
round the ultimate town? 

(c) How was the town to be planned so 
as to secure the best conditions for 
the population and attract industry ? 

(d) The location and extent of the areas 
for industry, who was to own them 
and how they were to be developed. 

More land was suitable for residence 
than industry. The industrial areas 
should therefore be selected first. The 
whole industrial area should be in one o 
two large parcels, rather than a number o! 
small ones, but topography and existing 
development might not make this possible 
in some towns. 

Wuat SHovutp Be tHe Extent or THE 
InpusTRIAL AREAS ?—It was difficult to 
dogmatise as to that. Modern tendencies 
were towards larger areas required for a 
given number of employees. It was better 
initially to reserve too much than too little 
land for industry. One of the great advan- 
tages a small tawn could offer industry was 
the opportunity to expand. 

There were three possible alternatives to 
the question—Who should own and 
develop the industrial areas? (a). the local 
authority acquiring and developing itself; 
(b) the existing owners developing; (c) 
arranging with a company with experience 
to acquire and develop. ‘‘ Of these,”’ said 
the speaker, ‘‘ (b) will certainly be unsatis- 
factory if the ownership is divided. If the 
estate all belongs to one owner capable 
and willing to co-operate actively, it might 
be possible, though unlikely. As between 
(a) and (c), I do not offer a definite view 
except that if the first is adopted the 
Council will have to be bold in capital 
expenditure and be prepared to employ a 
really skilled staff; and if the third is 
selected, a really good, experienced firm 
with a broad outlook must be selected. 
There are possible combinations of (a) and 
(c), e.g., the local authority might acquire 
the whole estate, construct the principal 
roads, provide the sewers, etc., and lease 
it in large blocks to a developing com- 
pany.’’ The speaker concluded by giving 
an outline of the development of an indus 
trial estate. 


(a) Government 


3.—* SOCIAL AMENITIES AND ARTS 
IN COUNTRY TOWNS.” 


Dr. Juttran Huxiey took the chair at 
this session, which was opened by Miss 
M. C. Gtascow (Secretary, C.E.M.A.). 

The problem, said Miss Glasgow. was a 
dual one. It concerned buildings and it 
concerned people. Good buildings were 
required for all forms of art. There had 
been many opportunities recently of hold- 
ing performances of music and plays in 
school buildings, and it was often advo 
cated that this was the right line of 
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approach for the future. Our theatres and 
art galleries might be attached to the new 
schools to be built on the gracious out- 
skirts of our towns. On the other hand, it 
had been said that there was a disadvan- 
tage in giving an “ educational ”’ flavour 
to the arts. ‘‘ This seems to me tragic— 
from the point of view of education. Has 
the word really got such a sinister mean- 
ing in this country? Should we not rather 
approach this matter from the opposite 
side and insist that the arts should be a 
normal part of our education, and that the 
word itself should take on in everyday 
conversation its full meaning as a broad- 
ening and uplifting of the human mind 
aud the human spirit, not only in child- 
hood but throughout life?’’ She did not 
herself propose that the schools should 
actually become the art centres of the 
future. We must plan our buildings on 
a “‘paying”’ basis. That was said in no 
commercial sense, but in the belief that 
art was as sound a proposition in this 
world as any other proposition. A town 
of 30,000 people, for instance, might be 
able to support a theatre (seating 700 or 
800), a concert hall, a library, and an ex- 
hibition gallery. It would also have more 
than one cinema. In a town of 20,000 the 
theatre would probably have to act as 
concert hall and even public meeting place 
as well; certainly it would have to be 
equipped for the showing of films on occa- 
sion, and should be properly wired for 
microphones as well as for sound films. It 
might have a gallery annexe. In places 
of 10,000 and under the problem became 
a rather different one, and the aim might 
be that of a community centre. The build- 
ing would not be so much one hall more 
or less elaborately equipped for a few 
chosen purposes, as a group of smallish 
rooms designed to be a centre of activi- 
ties for the population. It might have a 
library, an art room, a little theatre with 
a stage, a music-room, and a garden. 
Such a centre would be the natural place 
for the practice as well as for the passive 
enjoyment of the arts. 


4.—‘‘ THE LEGISLATION REQUIRED.” 

On Saturday morning, Mr. G. N. C. 
Swirt, L.M.T.P.I. (Deputy Clerk of the 
Hertfordshire County Council), spoke on 
this subject. The Chairman was Mr. 
W. R. Davincz, F.R.1.B.A., P.P.T.P.I. 
‘‘The national planning policy advocated 
by the Town and Country Planning Asso- 
ciation,’ said Mr. Swift, ‘‘ would actively 
promote decentralisation by such methods 
as restricting location of factories and 
offices in over-concentrated or congested 
cities, facilitating the development of 
good alternative locations; and positive 
inducements to firms to transfer to or 
establish themselves in such locations. It 
is suggested that the authorities of country 
towns should support such measures in 
the national interest and in their own, and 
should indicate the additional powers and 
financial facilities they would require in 
order to co-operate in it. 

‘In dealing with this subject I propose 
to show how far the existing legislation 
enables the above policy to be carried out, 
to outline the additional legislation which 
I suggest is required, and to make some 
suggestions for action by Government 
Departments and Local Authorities. As 
Parliament has never yet laid down any 
national or rational planning policy, the 
Local Authorities are, as we all know, 
placed in a very difficult position when 
considering the future planning of their 
areas. 

CENTRAL APPROVAL OF PLANNING 
Scuemes.—‘‘ Under the existing legisla- 
tion, central approval to planning schemes 
is already requisite, and the Minister can 
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also specify that interim development 
shall not be permitted without his appro- 
val. The Government, therefore, already 
have some legislative powers, however 
imperfect, with which to implement a 
national policy. Once the principles of 
national control of location of industry 
and decentralisation of population have 
been settled, then reasonable local latitude 
in the siting of factories and working out 
of consequent development should be 
allowed. 

‘*T suggest that powers similar to those 
granted to the Liverpool Corporation under 
the Liverpool Corporation Act of 1936 
could with advantage be given to all such 
urban authorities as the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning might from time to 
time specify, in conformity with the 
national planning policy, the powers to 
be exercised in consultation with the 
public utility undertakings and the County 
Councils, with a right for the bodies con- 
sulted to appeal to the Minister in case 
of disagreement, except where the propo- 
sals followed an already approved planning 
scheme—in which case full consultation 
and inquiry should have taken place on 
the making of the scheme. 

GENERAL INTERIM DEVELOPMENT AND 
PLANNING SCHEME ConsuLtTatIon.—‘‘ With 
a view to ensuring proper consideration 
for the services supplied by public utility 
undertakers and County Councils, the 
Minister should be asked to ensure under 
the Town and Country Planning Interim 
Development Act, 1943, that these bodies 
are consulted by the local planning autho- 
rities concerned, and due consideration 
given to their views before interim 
development on a substantial scale, 
whether by the local authority or by 
private enterprise, is approved. The 
Minister should also ensure adequate con- 
sultation and co-operation on all such 
matters before any planning scheme is 
approved. 

Hovstne.—-‘‘ Apart from the special 
‘ Liverpool’ provisions, powers should, I 
submit, be given to all housing authori- 
ties to assist in the provision of housing 
accommodation generally, and not be 
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confined merely to the housing of the 
‘working classes.” It could not be ex- 
pected, however, that subsidies would be 
forthcoming for houses beyond a reason- 
able prime-cost figure to be fixed from 
time to time by the Minister of Health 
in accordance with current prices. I 
would also suggest the extension of the 
Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts to houses 
of a market value of not exceeding £3,000, 
with liberty for the Minister of Health 
to revise this figure from time to time. 
Hozzzs, RESTAURANTS, THEATRES, 
CONCERT HALLs, ART GALLERIES, 
AssEMBLY Rooms AND Crnemas.—‘‘General 
powers to provide and manage or lease 
theatres, concert halls, art galleries, 
assembly rooms and cinemas should be 
should be given to all County Councils, 
Borough Councils and Urban District 
Councils, free from any restrictions. If 
Local Authorities are trusted with the 
Local Government of the country it is 
high time that they were trusted to pro- 
vide for public entertainment where 
necessary. The Local Authorities would 
obviously only use these powers reason- 
ably. The County Councils and other 
authorities should have power to combine 


‘ together or to contribute to each other's 


expenses. 

““Under existing legislation wide 
powers to provide community centres, 
etc., are already possessed by education 
and other authorities. The attention of 
Parliament should, however, be drawn to 
the desirability of giving all education 
authorities express power to incorporate 
in school and college layouts suitable 
buildings for music, drama, the arts, and 
cinema, which buildings well serve a dual 
purpose in the smaller towns both for the 
schools’ and colleges’ own use and for the 
use at other times of the general public. 

Garpen Cities.—‘‘ Section 35 of the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1932, is 
so widely drawn that in my opinion it 
already gives all the powers required to 
enable County Councils and other Local 
Authorities, as well as authorised associa- 
tions, to lay out and develop garden cities. 
The very extent of the powers, however, 
seems to have ‘ put the wind up’ every- 
one concerned, as if it could not be be- 
lieved as true that Parliament had really 
been so rash as to have meant what it 
said. 

‘The policy of this Association has 
always been to encourage the formation 
of an adequate number of new towns, and 
from our experience in the County of 
Hertford I can confidently say that these 
new towns do not destroy the values of 
existing towns, but that, taking a long 
view, they considerably add to the attrac- 
tiveness and life of the county, and by 
the increase in the rateable value which 
they bring they eventually become a help 
and asset to their older neighbours. In 
view of past experience I would propose 
that the Government be urged to create 
a National Garden Cities Corporation, 
charged with the duty of providing an 
adequate number of new garden cities 
throughout the country, in conformity 
with the national policy, the powers of 
the Corporation to be in addition to the 
powers already conferred on and proposed 
for existing authorities and associations. 
The Corporation’s powers to be exercised 
in consultation with the Planning Autho- 
rities and County Councils, and to be 
subject to the approval of the Minister 
of Town and Country Planning. 

Oren Betts Rounp Towns.—‘“‘ Good 
planning in and around country towns, 
and, indeed, anywhere else, cannot be 
undertaken unless the compensation and 
betterment question has been _ solved, 
either on the lines of the Uthwatt 
Report or by some other effective scheme. 
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As an illustration I would mention that 
for the Greater London green belt in 
Hertfordshire the County Council have 
already assisted in preserving land worth 
about £1,000,000, but to do the job pro- 
perly under existing powers would, with- 
out exaggeration, cost several millions 
more, as building value has to be paid 
out in almost every case. Without 
adequate green belts, towns will always 
tend to run together, thus depriving 
people of that easy access to the country- 
side which is so essential to well-being. 
The green belts should be used mainly 
for agriculture, but public walks would be 
preserved and access to woodlands. 
Parts of the belts would be laid out as 
golf courses and for public recreation. 
The Green Belt (London and Home Coun- 
ties) Act, 1938, might be extended with 
adaptations to the rest of the country, 
strengthened by the compulsory acquisi- 
tion powers referred to below, which 
could be similar to those already pos- 
sessed by the Hertfordshire County Coun- 
cil under their Act of 1935, section 14 of 
which gives the Council power to acquire 
land by compulsion if necessary ‘for the 
purpose of preserving such land as an 
open space or of preventing or regulating 
the erection of buildings thereon,’ with 
a further power to lease the same to Local 
Authorities and Parish Councils. 

Acquisition oF Lanp (ComPuLsory 
Powers).—‘‘ For the provision of factory 
sites, etc., the appropriate authority 
should have power to purchase land com- 
pulsorily by means of an Order confirmed 
by the appropriate Minister, under Sec- 
tion 161 of the Local Government Act, 
1933, with any necessary adaptations. 

FINANCE AND GOVERNMENT SUBSIDIES.— 
‘*One way in which the Government can 
help authorities is to make money avail- 
able to them at the present low rates of 
interest. This is a point which should be 
stressed. Provision should also be made 
whereby the Public Works Loan Board 
would have to accept repayment of Local 
Authorities’ loans on, say, six months’ 
notice at any time. 

‘In furtherance of a national policy of 
decentralisation, it might be necessary for 
the Government to subsidise the provision 
of factories, etc., including drainage facili- 
ties for trade wastes. Specially high rates 
of subsidy for housing and the power to 
pay or contribute to the expenses of 
removal of plant and furniture, might also 
be necessary to attract to specially selected 
areas the surplus populations from the 
large towns.” 


[Discussions on these papers will be given in our 
next issue. ] 


TOWN HEATING SCHEME, BRISTOL. 

A town heating scheme, estimated to 
cost £1,500,000, has been submitted to the 
Public Works Committee of Bristol City 
Council. It is proposed that the Corpora- 
tion should manage and run it in connec- 
tion with the electrical undertaking. At 
present the plan covers only the central 
commercial area of the city of about 335 
acres, but it is capable of extension. It 
is contended that it would eliminate hun- 
dreds of smoke-emitting chimneys, and in 
so doing would save the fabric of city 
buildings from smoke erosion. It would 
also save nearly 25,000 tons of coal a year, 
while providing cheaper heat than elec- 
tricity, open fires, or gas fires. 

The cost of the heat would be just over 
44d. a therm, and it would consist of 
high-pressure hot water, not steam, which 
would, in the making, be used to produce 
electrical energy. Users would have the 
supply metered to them. Town heating is 
employed in America, Canada, and on the 
Continent of Europe. 
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INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH 


F.B.1. REPORT. 


Tue Industrial Research Committee of the 
Federation of British Industries (chairman, 
Sir William Larke) has issued a report on 
the need for development of industrial 
research. Following are the committee’s 
recommendations :— 

Every manufacturing firm should take 
stock of its position to ensure that it is 
devoting to research and development the 
maximum effort and funds, commensurate 
with the nature of its problems. Wherever 
possible, it should maintain its own 
research department ; where, however, this 
is not feasible, it should at least entrust 
one or more suitably qualified individuals 
with the responsibility for keeping con- 
stantly under review the application of 
research to its activities, and for initiating 
such investigations as may from time to 
time prove desirable, and create and main- 
tain a special fund for such research and 
development of a magnitude compatible 
with its resources. 

The firms comprising the industries 
which have their own collective research 
associations should give the most careful 
consideration now to the question whether 
they are making to their research associa- 
tion a contribution, either in money or in 
other ways, commensurate with the work 
which, if adequately supported, it could 
perform in furthering the interests of the 
industry as a whole. 

Every industry which has not created a 
collective research association should set 
up a co-operative research committee, and 
take steps to create and maintain a 
research fund which would equitably dis- 
tribute the burden over the constituent 
concerns in proportion to their interest in 
the industry. 

The research committee should determine 
whether the scale and nature of the 
research needs were such as to require the 
establishment of a research association, 
whether a link could satisfactorily be 
formed with existing research associations, 
or whether research problems could be 
dealt with extramurally through university 
laboratories and other research establish- 
ments. 

The Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research should make the maximum 
use of the wide powers it possesses, both 
as regards the amount of grant which can 
be made available in each case in relation 
to associations and as regards the eligibility 
for grant of types of organisation for 
collective research which, though not 
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research associations in name, are in fact 
fulfilling similar purposes. Financial pro- 
vision should be made from public funds 
to enable the Department to increase and 
continue indefinitely financial suppurt to 
research associations and similar organisa- 
tions as a permanent feature of. the 
national economy. 

The Government should allocate to the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research an annual sum of at least 
£1,000,000 for the maintenance and 
expansion of its activities. 

A bureau of industrial research should 
be established in the immediate future 
which should be national in scope and, 
though financially supported by those 
principally concerned, should be entirely 
objective in its activities. 


HOUSE CONVERTED INTO 
FLATS. 


DEFENDANTS FINED IN TUNBRIDGE 
WELLS CASE. 


THE contention that a defendant. was 
of opinion that a way had been found ‘‘ to 
drive a coach and four through a loophole 
he thought he had found in the Defence 
Regulations’? was made at West Kent 
Quarter Sessions on October 15, when 
Joseph Osborne Fairbrother, together with 
the Tunbridge Wells Investments, Ltd., 
were indicted for that they between Feb- 
ruary 24, 1942, and April 4, 1943, contra- 
vened Para. 2 of Regulation 56a of the* 
Defence (General) Regulations, 1939, in 
that they executed an operation at ‘‘ The 
Summit,’ Mount Ephraim, which involved 
the doing of work specified in Part 3 of 
the 6th Schedule contrary to the Regula- 
tions. There was a second indictment 
relating to an alleged similar offence at the 
stables at the rear of ‘‘ The Summit.”’ 

The case arose out of the proposed con- 
version of a large house into four flats, 
and the point at issue was as to whether 
one operation was carried out at ‘‘ The 
Summit,’’ or five, after four separate 
assessments had been made _ under 
Schedule A. The proceedings before the 
Tunbridge Wells Magistrates were reported 
in our issue for September 3. 

The Court ruled that it was not per- 
missible under the Regulation to construe 
that it permitted a series of operations, 
and after an all-day hearing Fairbrother 
was fined £20, the company £5, and a con- 
tribution of £25 towards the cost of the 
prosecution was also ordered to be paid. 

The Chairman of the Sessions, in sum- 
ming up, said the Court ruled that it was 
not permissible under the Regulation to 
construe that it permitted a series of 
operations. The situation and purpose of 
the Regulation was quite clear—to prevent 
the unnecessary employment of labour and 
material by limiting it. 

After the Chairman’s summing-up, the 
jury, absent for 34 minutes, returned a 
verdict of guilty on both counts. 

Mr. B. H. Waddy (for the prosecution) 
mentioned that both defendant and his 
company were very respectable. It was a 
case of defendant thinking that he had 
found a way to drive a coach and four 
through a loophole of the Regulation. 
There was no suggestion of subterfuge. 

Mr. F. H. Lawton (defending) hoped the 
Court would take the view that it was an 
honest view of what he considered to be a 
fair and true construction of the law. It 
was @ difficult Regulation to construe. 


London Builders’ Foremen’s Association. 
M yland has been appointed 
Secretary of the L.B.F.A. Communica- 
tions should be addressed to him at 
“‘ Erskine,” 228, Ridge-road, N. Cheam. 
(Telephone: Fairlands 9585.) 
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WAR DAMAGE REPAIRS 


LEGAL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST 
BUILDERS. 


In the course of a circular to housing 
authorities the Minister of Health states 
that he has been in consultation with the 
War Damage Commission about the reim- 
bursement of costs incurred by local 
authorities in undertaking legal proceed- 
ings against builders and others for 
irregularities in the carrying out of first- 
aid repairs. The statement proceeds :— 


The Minister trusts that local authorities 
will continue to exercise the closest control 
over the completion of prime cost contracts 
both by supervision of the work in progress 
and of the accounting methods employed, 
since it is only in this way that they can 
satisfy themselves as to the accuracy of 
the accounts submitted. He does, how- 
ever, appreciate that, having regard to the 
pressure under which first-aid repairs are 
normally carried out, even the closest 
supervision of work and scrutiny of 
accounts may not ensure the disclosure at 
the time of all incorrect charges which may 
be either merely accounting errors capable 
of adjustment, or deliberate attempts to 
defraud. He considers it an essential and 
integral part of the local authorities’ 
functions to determine whether in any 

articular case in which such a charge is 
leona to light the proper course is to 
institute legal proceedings, and he has 
noted that hitherto many local authorities 
have decided, on their own initiative, that 
such action has been necessary. He hopes 
they will continue to consider themselves 
free to do so in future. 


The War Damage Commission will meet 
the expenses reasonably incurred by local 
authorities in legal actions arising out of 
fraud or the likelihood of fraud by builders, 
when they are satisfied, after consultation 
with the Minister, that the expenses have 
been properly incurred. The Minister will 
accordingly be prepared to recommend for 
reimbursement any reasonable expenses of 
the kind incurred, and included by local 
authorities on Form R.H.C., subject to 
review by the district auditor. 


Where, however, a local authority con- 
siders it desirable to consult the Ministry 
beforehand, or the War Damage Com- 
mission through the Ministry, or to seek a 
specific assurance of reimbursement, it will 
be. necessary for them to submit a brief 
statement of the facts of the case for the 
consideration of the Commission. 


WAR DAMAGED AND 
DESTROYED HOUSES 
IMPORTANT NEW PROVISIONS. 


Tue provision of housing accommoda- 
tion being in the public interest, the 
Treasury & given to the War Damage 
Commission a direction which is of vital 
importance to many owners of houses 
which have been severely damaged, or 
even destroyed. 

The effect of the direction is that the 
Commission will be able to pay, if and 
when the work is done, the reasonable 
cost of restoring, or rebuilding, houses (a 
cost of works payment) in the two follow- 
ing classes, even where totally destroyed : 

(1) Any houses built after March 31, 
1914. 


(2) Also houses built before March 31, 
1914, where the Commission is satisfied 
that immediately before the war damage 
the structure was practically as sound as at 
the date of building and that the design, 


lay-out and amenities of the houses were 
reasonably equal to those of similar houses 
built since 1914. 


THE BUILDER 


The direction also enables the Commis- 
sion to pay for the reasonable cost of re- 
pairs in the following additional categories 
of houses : 

(1) Houses (excluding houses  con- 
demned under the Housing Acts) where 
the Commission considers that there was 
no structural damage (or only minor 
structural damage). 

(2) Houses (again excluding  con- 
demned houses) where there is some struc- 
tural damage but the Commission con- 
siders it would have been reasonable to 
reinstate the house in the same form as 
before the war damage if its condition had 
been caused by non-war causes (except in 
those cases where the site value is more 
than three-quarters of the maket value of 
house and site). 

The expression ‘‘ house ’’ includes flats, 
tenements and any properties comprising 
living accommodation where only the 
ground floor and basement are used for 
other purposes, such as shops or business 
premises. On the other hand it does not 
include makeshift buildings. 

The direction provides that the powers 
shall not be operated where that course 
would result in injustice to any person in- 
terested in the kind of war damage pay- 
ment to be made. Owners of property 
coming within the classes named above 
who may be considering offers to buy their 
war-damaged or destroyed houses are ad- 
vised to consider the possible effect of this 
direction on their eventual claim to a war 
damage payment. 

The direction is not an authority to do 
the work concerned, which remains subject 
to the need to obtain any necessary plan- 
ning or other consents, and owners are re- 
minded that they must obtain a buildin 
licence from the Ministry of Works 1 
the cost of repair, together with the 
cost of any other building work carried 
out on the property during the pre- 
ceding twelve months, exceeds £100. 
It should be emphasised that the Com- 
mission can only pay a cost of works 
payment after the works to make good 
the war damage have actually been 
carried out. 











Having Secured 
the Contract— 
what about the 


Steel Scaffolding ? 
TUBULAR 


SCAFFOLDING 






For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 











October 29 1943 


THE LAW REFORM (FRUS- 
TRATED CONTRACTS) ACT, 
1943 


BY W. T. CRESWELL, K.C., 
Hon.A.R.1.B.A., Hon.M.Inst.Arb., etc. 


Tais Act amends the law of contracts 
as it refers to the impossibility of perform- 
ance, or frustration. Its object is to 
modify the law so as to accord with the 
legal maxim : No one ought to be enriched 
by another’s disaster. 

The Act does not define ‘‘ frustration,’ 
even though Section 1 of the Act refers to 
a contract being frustrated. In Heyman v. 
Darwins, Ltd. (1942), Lord Porter said : 
‘‘ The phrase ‘ frustration of the contract ’ 
1s inaccurate. The contract is not frus 
trated. Its future performance or the 
adventure is frustrated.”’ 

Section 1.—This Section provides that 
when a contract (governed by English law) 
has become impossible of performance, or 
has _been otherwise frustrated, and the 
parties thereto have been discharged from 
complete performance of the contract, 
then, all sums (1) paid, or (2) which had 
become payable, to any party under the 
contract before the time of the discharge 
shall, (1) in the case of sums so paid, be 
recoverable from the recipient as money 
received by him for the use of the party 
by whom the sums were paid; and (2) in 
the case of sums so payable, cease to be 
payable. The Court (or arbitrator) by or 
before whom the matter falls to be deter- 
mined may allow the person who has 
received such a prepayment (and must 
pay it back in case of frustration) to set-off 
against the said amount any expenditure 
which he had already incurred in, or in 
connection with, the execution of the 
frustrated enterprise. 


Furthermore, if one party has henefited 
from any cause which has entailed expense 
to the other party, the Court may adjust 
the said benefit and expense. 

The Lord Chancellor has given an illus- 
tration of this. He said : ‘‘ If a decorator 
has undertaken to paint the whole of your 
house, inside and out, has done half the 
work, and then there comes a Defence of 
the Realm Regulation which says that no 
more paint is to be used except for ships, 
so that, of course, the contract is frus- 
trated, nevertheless you have got your 
house half painted; and therefore you 
ought to pay a fair amount for the benefit 
which you have received.” 

Section 2.—The new Act only applies to 
contracts (whether made before or after 
the commencement of the Act) for which 
the date of discharge is on or after July 1, 
1943. It does not apply to contracts made 
with the Crown, nor when the contract 
contains a provision regarding frustration, 
should this arise during the course of the 
contract. 

When frustration is alleged, but it is 
claimed that any part of the contract work 
has been actually. completed for the use of 
the employer, this complete part is said 
to be “‘severable.’’ The test applied is 
“‘ the blue pencil test.”” That is, it must 
be possible to cut the discharged part out 
of the contract document by drawing a 
blue pencil line through it. It is then 
said to constitute a complete contract in 
itself and is treated as such. The 
remainder of the contract only is treated 
as frustrated and subject to the provisions 
of this Act. 

The Act does not apply, generally, to 
shipping contracts, contracts of insurance, 
or any contract for the sale of goods which, 
in fact, perish before the risk has passed 
to the buyer. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM 2nd APRIL, 1943 


[Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors] 

















































































































































































| | | 
Crafts- | Lab- | | Crafts- | Lab- | \Crafts- Lab- |} [Crate Lab- 
men. | ourers. | | men, | ourers. || | men. | ourers, i | men. | ourers. 
beravon .. 2/0 a |\Cleveleys..........4. 2/0 1/7 |Isle of Thanet ...... | 1/10] 1/54 |Saxmundham........ / 
ya shang a 2/0 a ee | 2/0 1/7 | Isle of Wight ..... ey ee is 'Scarborough "": ie Wits it 
Abergavenny 2/0 Cobham (Surrey) :.:./ 1/11 | 1/64 |Keighley .... 21. wef 2/0 | 177 | Scunthorpe... 
Abingdon .. 1/104 1/3 [Colchester tt vee} U/114) 1/64 Kenilworth" 2.121221] 270 | 1/7 | Selby cans 3/0 
Accrington .. 2/0 poeeuast Bev ae 1/11 | 1/6% |\Kettering M.B. .| 2/0 i |Sevenoaks ..).: 1/104 38 
Aldeburgh .. 1/8 1/48 Congleton ..... baths | 1/114] 1/64 |/Kidderminster M.B...| 1/114] 1 /6 | Sheerness ..... 1/10 | 1/54 
Aldershot 1/103} 1/53 | Coventry C.B. ......| 2/0 1/7 |'King’s Lynn ........| 1/10 | 1/5} | Sheffield .... 2/0 1/7 
Alfreton U.D. 2/0 1/7 | Cranbrook . oe Ce 1/54 | bo PRR aa | 2/0 1/7 | Shipley ..... aweboaie 1/7 
Inwick 1/113] 4/63 |'Cranleigh ..... wcecet: S/O 1/5} |Knowle ......... ccct EAS 1/64 | Shipley sxcecep S/EEM. EG 
Altrincham. 1/7 | Crawley .......ee0+6| > 1/10 | 1/54 |'Lancaster ...77°°°°° | 2/0 1/7 | Shoreham ...... coos), IARET TR 
mble ... 1/114} 1/64 |\Crewe ............ 1/114) 1/64 ||Learrington M.B. ....| 2/0 1/7 |'Shrewsbury M.B. io 1/113} 1/64 
Amersham . 1/104) 1/53 | Cromer aude 1/9 1/4} |'Leatherhead ........ | 1/11 | 1/6 |'Sittingbourne ......' 1/10 | 1/5} 
Ammanford 2/0 1/7 | Crowborough. cocccce]’ SAID} 1/54 |IReeds .............. } 2/0 1/7 | Skegness U.D. ......] 1/11 1/64 
Andover ... 1/10 | 1/34 |\Cuckfield .......... 1/10 | 1/54 |\LeicesterC.B.........| 2/0 1/7 | Steatoed 3) Sees 2 1/104) 1/5} 
Ardingly . 1/10 | 1/54 |\Darlington -22322'222/ 270 } 1/7 | Leighton Buzzard ..| 1/9 1/4} | Slough....... é 4 I/UL | 1/64 
Arundel . 1/10 | 1/54 |\Darwen ............ | 2/0, 1/7 | Letchworth Mee tates | 1/11 | 1/64 | Smethwick . 72/0 | ti/7 
MEE ono sn say ntare 1/10 | 1/5} {Daventry M.B. ....../ 1/103] 1/53 IiLewes .............. | 1/10} 1/54 |Southampton ~: Vit 1/ 
Ashby-de‘la-Zouch Oy alia ssesaf, EAI 2/55 Lichfield RS cee s | 1/11 | 1/6 | Southend-on-Sea 1/114) 1/ 
U.D,, 2/0 1/7 } we Town cooeee] 1/11 | 1/6$ Lincoln CB. ........| 2/0 1/7 |Southport ..... 2/0 1/7 
Ashford (Kent) ...... 1/10 1/34 | Derby C eS Maes 1/7 | Littlehampton ...... | 1/10 | 1/54 | South Shields 2/0 /7 
Ashford (Middlesex)..} 2/0 1/7 | Devizes ..... wie ces | 1/9 1/43 ||*Liverpool .......... $§2/1 q |Spalding .. 1/10 at 
Ashington .......... 1/114} 1/64 joe i ma 2/0 | 1/7, |Llandudno ......::| 1/11 | 1/6 ||Stafford M.B. 1/114) 1/6 
Ashtead... 0007! | 2/0 | 1/7 [[Didcot....2220020IN} 1710 | 175% i[Llanelly ....... ceeee| 2/0 | 1/7 |iStaines ... | 1/t | 1/65 
Ashton-under-Lyne ..| 2/0 | 1/7 |'Diss .127°7'7°77 t..| 1/84 | 1/4 |/London— | | Stamford M.B. | ayit| 1/6$ 
Aylesbury ..........| 1/10} 1/54 |/Doncaster cecesceces| 2/0 | 1/7 || 12m. radius ......| 2/14 1/8 | /Stevenage 1/1 1/6} 
MUON cn cscaccccecal Tee 1/43 | ae megaie ones it } 1/5. || 12-15m. radius el 2/1 1/7} \|Stockport ; 2/0 1/7 
Bagshot 1/10 | 1/54 ||Dorking ............ 1/104) 1/5} |[Long Eaton U.D.....| 2/0 1/7 |' Stockton-on-Tees 2/0 1/7 
Banbury ..........."| 1/10 3s (Dover . cosvcece! 1/10] 1/54 ||Longton ........... .| 2/0 1/7 | Stoke-on-Trent C. 2/0 1/7 
Barnsley |...../777"° 2/0 ‘| ‘Dovercourt. ..2.2.. 2! 1/10 | 1/54 Loughborough M.B...| 2/0 1/7_ ||Stourbridge M.B. 2/0 1/7 
=, noe ae Driffield .... |! weeee} 1/104] 1/52 |\Louth MLB........ .+s| 1/104] 1/52 |'Stourport U.D. ....2.| 1/114] 1/6 
-in-Furness 2/0 i 3 ||Droitwich M.B.......| 1/114) 1/64 | Uptater sueecwsees | 1/10} 1/54 ae ee | 1/9 1/4 
oo" ae Parnens se 0 V7 |'Dudley M.B. cel. ate ft NEO... ks veencat. See | 
Basia stoke .... <..t HAO 1/54 [Dunstable .. 2222222: 1/104; 1/53 |'Macclesfield ........| 1/ 1/11 | 1/6 
. cecceeee] 1/1141 - 1/6 |/Durham City .°-°7°2:] 2/0 “| 1/7. ||Maidenhead °°°°°°"° | -1/ sh sagae | 1/65 
— Dre eee a oom 1/7 |\Eastbourne.......... 1/11 | 1/6% |\Maidstone .......... | 1/104 1/38 | Sunderland ........ 2/0 1/7 
Beaconsfield | 1/104} 1/53 |/E. Glam. (Mon. Val.) 2/0 1/7 ||Malvern U.D. ......| 1/104] 1/53 | Sutton  Coldnels M.B. 2/0 1/7 
les iiadoce 1/84 1/8 ||East Grinstead ......| 1/10 | 1/54 ||Manchester smaawgonls: am 1/7 | Swa' 1/84 | 1/4} 
Bedford ||... ae 1/114 1/6¢ | — coeeeees| 1/10] 1/5} ||Manningtres .....- ..| 1/9 1/4} | serene 1/10 | 1/54 
Berkhamsted <<... | 1/10 seccececeee! 1/9 | 1/43 |\Mansfield MB.......| 2/0 | 1/7  |'Swansea ... /0 | 1/7 
ICN oc decs cc 1/114 Vet | Epping’ Sageadnqeeel (eae 1/7 ||March ....... SPE ae 7 > 1/43 | Swindon : 1/104} 1/53 
Beverley |... sa fee 1 | us (Exeter . scovccccccces| 1/113] 1/64 ||Margate ............ 1/10 | 4/54 | Tamworth M. 1/114) 1/64 
Sean. vsss-, 5 1/10} 1/53 | Exmouth... .. seeeeee 1/104; 1/53 ||Market Harborough 1/11 | 1/6} Taunton ..... | 1/104) 1/53 
Bideford...” 1/10 | 1/54 i [Fakenham wexeesidads 1/9 1/43 ||Matlock U.D. ..... -| 1/103} 1/53 |\Tenterden ..... | 1/10) 1/54 
Biggleswade ........| 1/10 1/54 Falmouth 222.7722: ‘| 1/104) 1/52 ||Melton Constable ..| 1/84 | 1/44 | Thames Haven | 2/0 1/7 
Billerica: ate SS 1/9} | 1/5 ||Fareham ..........| 1/11'| 1/64 |/Melton Mowbray ....| 1/11 1/64 ||Thetford .. 1/34 1/5 
Bichinecon Basra shes 1/5 Faversham ..... seeee| 1/10] 1/54 ||Merthyr ............ | 2/0 1/7 | Thorpe Bay 1/114) 1/64 
*Birkenhead ...... “| #82/1 |Felixstowe .......00. 1/11 1/64 ||Middlesbrough ...... | 2/0 1/7 ||\Todmorden 2/0 1/7 
Birmingham Gi: cod) CeO gas7 EWES. ness ceesees cl RALORT OSE ||Middleton ..........| 2/0 | 1/7 Tonbridge ‘ 1/103} 1/53 
Bisho = kland . 2/0 1/7 |\Fleetwood ..........| 2/0 1/7 |\Middlewich ......../ 1/114} 1/64 | |Torquay . .-| 1/114) 1/65 
tone pe 1/11 | 1/64 |\Flint .......2.0.022] 2/0 | 1/7. ||Milford Haven" .'."| 1/104 1/38 Totnes :........ we} 1,10] 1/54 
oe 8 Stortford. . | ayit i Folkestone ..........| 1/10 1/3 }eaifors Hi | 2/0 | Trowbridge ........ | 1/9 | 1/43 
Blackpool °...... ii} 2/0 | 1/7 ||Frinton-on-Sea ......| 1/10 | 1/5} ||Morley .....2: Tt = -wapeclbnaeae | 1/94 | 1/5 
Blyth’ eae pe ea 2/0 Uf, HAGE ee. cetedes + 38 1/43 ||Mundesley .... 1/43 Tunbridge Wells ... ‘| 1/104) 1/5} 
Bognor Regis........| 1/10 | 1/54 |Gainsborough U.D. 1/11 | 1/64 ||\Nantwich | 1/114} 1/64 | Uppingham ee | 1/114 | 
a ‘| 2/0 | 1/7 | Gateshead 2/0 | 1/7 |\Nelson ............| 2/0 | 1/7. , Uttoxeter U.D.......| 1/103) 1/5 
Boureiiouiicc<<<°<-| 1/1 | 1/6 | Gingham is I/1t | 1/68 ||Newark-on-Treat’ 2.2! 1/114} i/o, |Wakencld 222 | yo) 7 
Bracknell ..........| 1/10 1/S¥ | Glossop 2/0 | 1/7 ||Newbury veee{ 1/10] 175$ | Walsall CB. ........) 2/0 | 1/7 
Bradford........... i 2/0 | 1/7" \\Glousater ..: 1/114} 1/64 ||Newcastle-on-Tyne ..| 2/0 | 1/7) |Walsden 2.222222! | 2/0 | 1/7 
Bradford-on-Avon .. 1/9 1/43 ||Godalming ": 1/10 | 1/54 |/Newcastle-u.-Lyme ; ‘| 2/0 1/7 | Walton-on-Naze ” coos} 1/10) 1/54 
ate.. "1] 1710.| 175 |lGoole ..- 2/0 | 1/7 |\New Forest so] 1/10 | 1/54 ||Ware ........00. 22] 1/08 | 
Brentwood ........| 1/114! 1/64 ||Gosport ... 1/113) 1/64 Newmarket -.......| 1/10 | 1/54 ||Warminster .. ......) 1/9 | 1/4 
Bridgwater..........| 1/104 i/st | | Grantham MB. 1/11 | 1/6} |Newport, Mon. ....| 2/0 1/7 | Warrington seseeeee) 2/0 | 1/7 
Bridlington..........| 1/1181 1/6 |\Gravescnd 1/114) 1/64 ||Newport Pagnell °;°:) 1/10 | 1/54 |\Warwick M.B. ......| 2/0 | 1/7 
Brighouse ......222.} 2/0." 1/7 |\Great Yarmouth 1/10 | 1/54 ||Northampton C.B.":;| 2/0 | 1/7” |Wellington R.D. 2.:{| 1/114 1/6 
Teiebace A ecescues Malte 1/64 ||Grimsby 2/0 1/7. |\Norwich “*l 270 1/7 | Welwyn ......... al 1/11 | 1/6, 
Bristol s<-2cscc202:| 2/0 | 4/7 |\Guildtord °122222221:]- Tito 1/54 |\Nottingham *:2°222!1} 2/0 | 1/7 Walls (Nese 2] tyes | das 
Broadstairs........ és ve | 1/st | Guilsborough. eos} 1/104) 1/53 [Oakham U. gertreeers 7/104 He West ae cB} 20° | 1/7 
Bromagrove U.D. .... ait 1p7? |(Halif@x ......eee000] 2/0 | 1/7 [08 a "rt5) aq-*| 147° | Westcliff-on-Sea...... | 1/113) 1/64 
} oe a 1/8 1/4 Hanley ....seseee..| 2/0 1/7 nce =e es seeeestt Og 1/7 Weston-super-Mare ../ 1/11 | 1/6} 
Poa ad “on-Crouch,.| 1/84 | 1/43 |Harpenden..........| 1/11 | 1/64 Oxford ............| 1/114} 1/65 | Weybridge ........:: | 1/11 | 1/6$ 
—— rouch., 20 7 ||Harrogate .......0..| 2/0 1/7 llOnted eccccevccece 1/104 1/5] Weymouth ..:.....! 1/10 1/54 
a oaeveeh elects 30 i | |Hartlepools vasuivedel, wate 1/7 ||\Oxted ....... reece] | ae... muy 1/64 
Burton ly CR 2/0 7 Harwich see eeereseee 1/10 1/5} | |Paignton eerecccee «| 1/114 1/64 Whitstable .......... | 1/10 1/5} 
~ Sage rent 2/0 |Haslemere ..........| 1/10} 1/5} ||Peterborough | | Wane... 5 ol. | 270 | 1/7 
Band se Bidmuds 1/9 1/3 Hastings eceereccccce | Hi Yes | Plymouth (Borough) wot ist || Wigan Sidedacecens | 2/0 | ihe 
Buxton 1/64 ECS eeece 1 10 1 \IPe, f ee eeeeeees! 2/0 7 | Wi ae CC onae ns 1/103 / ? 
Bun coccees 1/54 | |Haywards canes wees ey /5+ | } ‘ontefract ..... eoee “ /7 | Willington .......... 2/0 | 1/7 
Pecdeae eas |Hednesfor -+| 1/114) 1/64 ||Pontypridd ...... 2/0 1/7 |\Wilmslow 1.2.2.2... | 2/0 1/7 
Cambridge ........| 2/0 1/7 [Hemel Hem pstead....| 1/11 | 1/6¢ ||Port Talbot ........| 2/0 1/7 Winchester 1...) ”! | 1/104) 1/53 
Canterbu 1/10 1/54 Henley-on-Thames ..| 1/10 | 1/54 ||Portsmouth ........ 1/114; 1/64 Windermere ||...) |! 1/10}, 1/53 
Cardiff TY vesscecece 2/0 1/7 [Hereford............ iS | 1/54 ||Preston ...... sesese| 2/0 | 1/7 |\Windsor ............ 1/11 1/6} 
Carlisle 12222222275°} 270 1/7 [Herne Bay ..........| 1/10 | 1/5$ | Pulborough “227225°2] 1/10 | S/S¥ \wien .. 1/94 | 1,5 
Carnforth ..........) 2/0 | 1/7 [Hertford . sesceeeseee] 1/114) 1/64 Ramsgate ... we} 1/10] 1/54 |lWitham .......222.. | 1/10! 1/54 
Castleford 3202225222] 2/0 | 2/7 |\Heysham............ | 1/7 || Reading 1/114] 1/64 ||Woking 12222221222! | 1/103} 1/53 
Caterham 2200022211] 2/0 | 1/7. Hitchin .......s0e4/ 1/11] 1/68 |/Redditch U“D. 1/114} 1/64 ||\Wokingham 1.2.77: 1/10 | 1/54 
Chard -.-.2ccccl0] 1/9, | 174g Hoddesdon S°200022:] 7utg} 1768 || Reddit 1/104, 1/5$ | Wolverhampton CB. 2/0 | 1/7 
Chatham. ....... 1/11 | 1/64 | |Holt (Norfolic)"2222:] 1/84) 1/45 | [Ripon ...... 1/103} 1/53 | Woodbridge ........ 1/94 1/5 
Chelmsford. cece] 1/114! 1/64 Samat 1/10 | 1/5$ |Rochdale ": 2/0 “| 1/7 |\Worcester C.B. ......| 1/144) 1/64 
Cheltenham *37.2152"} 1711°| 1/64 |Horsham............| 1/10 | 1/5$ |/Rochester 1/11 | 1/6 |\Workington ........ | 1/104 1/53 
Chepstow ..........| 1/114] 1/64 ||Horwich ..... seseeee! 2/0 | 1/7 |!Rugby M.B 2/0 | 1/7 |\Worksop............ | 1/114) 1/6} 
Chertsey view coed) “SAME |. 916k | Huddersfield seveeees| 2/0 | 1/7 |'gp Albans .... 1/114} 1/64 |\Worthing 122222222! | 1/10! 1/54 
cavtouov oust) Gi |~ oe ‘Hull M ang is aa St. Helens ... i | 1/7 || Wrexham rédehadacel VMN 1/6 
UNStANtON ....+6+. \St. Neots ..... 1/5 Ee / / 
Chenericid _— eee 710 1/34 Huntingdon ......../ 1/94 1/5 ||Saffron Walden ot at ||\Wycombe .......... 1/1 1/6} 
ae 2/0 | 1/7 |[Ilfracombe ..........| 1/10 1/54 | Salisbury City 1/94 | 1/5 | |\Wymondham ...... 1/9 | 1/43 
Cirencester ..........| 1/94 1/5 | Ingatestone. cocccccs| 1/103 1/52 | Salisbury Plain ... 1/11 B/GE TMOG cccécctcceca 1/104 1/53 
Oe Pree esol 1/10 1 1/54 [Ipswich ER a 1/114! 1/6} |\Sawbridgeworth 1/104) S/F UMM ascccccccace / 1/7 
* An application for an i of rates is under discussion. 
t Plus 2d. per working day. } Plasterers 2/14. {| Tradesmen’s Labourers, 1/7}. Navvies and General Labourers, 1/63. 


§ Joiners, Plumbers, Bricklayers, Tilers and Masons receive 2/- per week or 4d. per day Tool Money. 
Nore,—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all Towns and Districts (other than Birkenhead and Liverpool) receive 2d, per day Too! Allowance. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 361. ) 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works, at London stations, or site, in London area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 


ex merchant's warehouse will of course be higher. 


Owing to the exceptional circumstances which pr: 


evail at the present time, prices of materials should 


be confirmed by inquiry. The prices of soft woods are for cash on delivery. 





























BRICKS, &c. C2; 0. . 
First Hard Stocks gS t 4 13 0 | Thames Ballast 11s. bo per yd ror gece ‘ “ 
Second Hard Stocks it Ballast ........ =e . z 
Mild Stocks ....... SM if. SO sn a me “ae 8 ene -- wet 
Rough S ashed vse 13s. Od. n ” ” 
Saale 8 ugh tocks 3 un 6 ¥ ney } oo i 6a.” ” [ ftadius Pioneer 5 0 
s ENS » » | Paddington | Above prices for 4-ton loads and over London Area. 
of testes baal’ i ie Set be | Pan Breese -_10e OS Tete 5 7 oom 3 tS 
obtained from job to job. In addition, there will be Granite Clippings 1 13 0 Hiair per owt. ".: 3 13 0 
the — ane age the Bricks (Charges) Order, 1942, of Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- Nore.— Sacks are charged 1s. 9d. each, and credited 
3s. per 1,000. King’s To sites tion, delivered London area. sa. ¢ 1s. 6d. if returned in good condition within threes 
Cross in W.C 6 ton loads and upwards site . per ton 2 11 0 months, carriage paid. 
2% in. Phorp Station District | 1 tom to.6 tons site ........... «+» 214 0} _ Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags, £2 12s. 6J. ia 
A discount of Ay «Tr 5000 only _per 1,000 per 1,000 Alongside Vauxhall in 80 ton lots...:.... 2 8 6] 6ton lots at  elieay depot. 
monthly account. a era “ Ferrocrete ” Rapid Hardening Cement— 
Pressed ..... 569 63 3 4 ro a and upwards site ........... 2 74 4 TILES. 
Keyed _.........ccccccccccccese “38 9 65 3) £tonto6tonssite ....:....... Delivered at London rate nations in full truck loads 
a Bulinose ..... cescecsescuce = : = : a hecets Wane RarneS bias Circie ” 2 14 6) “of not less than 6 tons ...........+.. ” ord — 
ustics .. ec ccccccccccccccece “ o.0, ndon. 
White Mid pieces , o8 W3 J 83 Sees per ton on ordinary “ Blue Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or 
oe ~y Best selected ( elivered : Fc |: | “ Colorcrete ” Nos. 1 and 2. Coloured rapid Aer meh —— wagexenen'es eeeve a " ° 
Best blue ae A Staffs. “(London Stns.) .. 1112 O0|.« Hardening Portland Cement in6 ton lots 411 0 Omanienial ditt Scapa aL 6 
Do. Bulinose (London Stns.) > 12 2 0| ~ Colorcrete” not rapid hardening, accord- Hip and valley ties fiisad-made 0c... 14 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) .......... 10 9 6 ing to colour, from £7 to £15 10s. per ton. (per dozen) Machine-made...... 13 10 
Best Stourbridge Fire Brick Taakoduss . oe “ Snowcrete ” White Portland (Coment (in free = ce 9 Sal Oa 
fsa £5 ‘Sipderoneton mae % HARD WOOD. 
Gusee wiiicd Bonbon’ sie wah) seeest2 0 0) 417" Cement” Ultra Rapid Hardening) 1 INCH AND UP THICK. 
Best White Ivory D’ble Str’tch’rs 38 10 0 ———_ Site London Area in 6 tons lots ae Average price for prime eed " ay ame 
. cn , SRR PEE SORES She ee . dd. . 
sasupicber =o 30 00 p necgte ve naa = : 4 Plus packages at current prices. Dry English Wainscot Billets .--- 16 0 to 018 0 
coders **""59 10 0 Twosides&one end 40 10 0 Super Cement (Waterproof), bags extra. 4 1° 0| Dry Slavonian Billet Wainscot .. 17 0 to 1 0 0 
foe iibanes Splays and Note.—Jure sacks charged at 35s. 6d. nett per ton | Dry Cuba Mahogany logs...... 21 0 to 1 4 0 
end 4tin Flats 36 10 0 Squints 38 00 oa} sacks) for quantities of or exceeding one ton. Square-edged Honduras Mahogany .... ... . 016 6 
Second Quality, £2 per 1,000 less than best. Cream Less than one ton Is. 94d. nett each. Log Cut Honduras Mahogany ........... - O17 6 
and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours. Hard ee bd nett — when returned in good con- yee oman a oe seecceces seeceees : . 4 4 
10n wi two wee Li Se eeeeeeeeeeeee eeeeee . 
Glaze, £3 100, extra over white. Et a LY. és. d. € s.4.| Jap, Figured Oak ...........sccscclecee 013 0 
Bricks. ; . Roman Cement 8 10.0 Keene’s Cement, White 7 0 6 Jap, Plain Oak ....... PPrrerrrrrer rrr ri - 012 6 
; PARTITION SLABS Parian Cement 7 0 ae Us PE a a Mikes cesceee vee OES 6 
te Cementone Coa for cement according to tints per | American Whitewood 112222222 DIIIIIIN - 012 6 
Delivered on site London Area. ewt. from £3 Ss. ATES. African ba tatty MRE aluietr awit elelewie é . B : 
* PHORPRES ” HOLLOW PARTITION BLOCKS. SLATE African OGANY cc eccccccccccccesecese 
sd. s. d:| First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, iemnaee ao ok ahs eels : ° ? 
2" per yd. sup. 2 8 3° per yd. sup. 3 6 | carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Best Scotch glue SCC CUC SCR ECI S ae @ 
_ are pola ote 2a @ rage ie 3 10] Per 1,000 actual. £ s. d. £ ay Liquid elas Miavetweesicesnte ae ag i e 
CLnxen Concears, a a by a ve 4 4 9 18 a ae 24 0 0 IquiG giue....... ee ereeeeseees per galion 
oe hee acini ae 6 | 22 by 11 sore 342 6 4 21 10 0 SOFT WOOD. 
CRANHAM TERRA COTTA. $4 3 vain = : . 16by8 .... 1612 6 MERCHANTABLE BRITISH Mima Maximum 
Bo sos s 3 per yd. super......... mhreseabee 7 — Scantlings in imported sizes £8. £ a 
UCSET « 5.: AncthetSeseaseanl Som 2in. by 3in.to4in. by llin. 47 0 % $8°0 % 
Size 12x9x4"_ ,, oo 3 10 PLANED BOARDS. 
| 
Hi Keyvep Two SIDES. | Prime CLEAR BRITISH COLUMBIAN PINE. 
12°x9°x2’.... 2 8 12°x9x3’.... 3 6} , Per standard. 
12” x9" x24” . 2 il 12°x9° x4". 3 10; 1 in. by 11 in.? £s. d. 
Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. PSOy PES” .ccTedececacccsencectete. 0 
Et for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth er — 
ides. s d. 
STONE. 1 in. plain edge flooring ............eeee08 56 3 
Bata Stone.—Delivered in railway trucks ats. d. ry iin eS 
Westbourne Park, en G.W.R., or itt in. ditto 70 
South Lambeth, G.W.R.. per ft. cube .... 3 34 
Beer STONE—RANDOM BLOCK: 
Free on rail at Seaton Station per ft. cube 2 3 Ba) 
Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, ee a oy PeEeeeSeeeriem 
Selected approximate size one way, Id. per meee 
cubic ft. — a a Stre 
or special wor rc 
—_ ” PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
PoSrown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 f. ne! 
Brown Whit in random blocks o “U.Ei. 
average, delivered in railway trucks a: | S.D. oe CruTcH Heap, For IRON 
Saati mck Wik. onl Werte hen 3/- air per doz. 
Station, an estbourne Par 
Paddington, G.W.R. .... per ft. cube 4 7 bs gl BB noes FOR IRON. 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons as ——" ‘a @ SAVE SITE LABOUR ir zim ne 
PIONS: Go diac 6000550 50.0-555% per ft. cu 5: _— I a 
@ SAVE TIMBER a dikes. Peat ie ON 


Nore.—1id. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and 3d. beyond 30 ft. 
Horron-Woop STOoNE— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, d. 
Random blocks from 10ft. and over P.ft.cb. 3 
eS ee errr rr 
Sawn three or four sides 
York Stone, BLue—Robin Hood Quality 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
DOR. GRD 2.000600 ose per fi. super 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto .. = 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 
dom sizes) 
2 in. to 24 in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) .... =e 
14 in. to 2 in. ditto a 
Harp York— : 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
Scrappled random blocks... ... per ft. cube 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
40 R. GUPST) 2020 cccrecces per ft. super 
6 in. aa two sides, ditto . a 
4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random 
sizes, 


' 
White basebed, 3d. per ft. cube extra. | 


—— 
—— tw 


nv Au 


on ~ wn 


-_ 
Nee 


3 in. ditto A 
2 in. ‘self-faced random flags .... per yd. super 
CAST STONE. 
Delivered i ot London area in full van loads, 


cube : in, 7s. 6d. Moulded, 8s. 
Snail wra Be cills and copings, 11s. 


CNW AN a 
Con on 





@ PROVIDE WORKING 
PLATFORM FOR 
FOLLOWING TRADES 


@ SAVE COST 
@ SAVE WEIGHT 


TRUSCON FLOORS 
EARLS COURT* LONDON * SWS 


* 6 COLLINGHAM GARDENS 


PHONE: FROBISHER 8141 











An advertisement of The Trussed Concrete Steel Co. Ltd. 
4-501 


af ig) Ser 209/- 
a 


2 in. 
281/- 456/- per doz. 
3. tae Pg UNIONS FOR Leap 
2 in. 1 14 in. 2 in. 

0 ty 624 per doz. 


+ in. in o? io in. 34 in. 
5/6 is I 1 2 /- 56/- per doz. 
HEAvy CROYDON BALL VALVES. 


4 in. in. lin. t4in. 14 in 
60/- 96/- 120/- 240/- 320/- per doz. 
Cc AND oo. 
1} in. ge in. 3in. 34in. 4 in. 
11/9 15/6 21/6 37/9 54/— 59/6 per doz. 
8 Brass SLEEves. 


in. 2in. 3 in. ot a 4 in. 
10/9 13/6 25/- 37/— 46/-per doz. 
LEAD TRAPS WITH Brass CLEANING 
14x 6 lbs. 14 x6 Ibs. 2x7 Ibs. 3x7 Ibs. 
Lead P. 26/- 34/- 55/- 
Lead S. 34/- 41/- 67/- 
SoLperR.—Plumbers’, 1/6. Tinmen’s, iLL. 
2/3 per Ib. 





* The information given on this page + how: been 
specially compiled for Taz ButLper, and is ht. 
The aim in list is to give, as far as i the 
average prices ‘ materials, not necessarily the highest 
se lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 

which should be remembered by those 
an make use of this information. Prices are subject 
to 24 per cent. cash discount. 
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October 29 1943 


PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 


METALS. 
Joists, GIRDERS, &C., to LONDON STATION PER TON— 
R.S. Joists, cut and fitted £24 0 
Plain Compound Girders 
e m Stanchions .......... 29 0 0 
In Roof Work 


5 0 
Note.—These prices are for standard pieces and not 
special pieces of an awkward nature. 
MILD STEEL ROUNDS.—To London Stations, per 
ton. 


Diameter. £s. d. pee £4. va 
BARS 5 0355.08 BE a a 2115 0 
E py Misa. duis = % : + = to2jin. 21 5 U 


WrouGHT Py aes ‘cee. 

Deliveries from works. 

Deliveries from London stock further ai gross. 
0/1 


Tubes. Tubulars, woke 
¥"/6" 4"/6" 19/24" Pop ae 
Light weight ...... °° fae 4 Sy 
Heavy weight .... 44 44 393 41 493 
Galv. lightweight .. 40 — 384 39. 484 


Galv. heavyweight 31 31 31 29: 41 
Tubes and tubulars sizes 4”/}” inclusive, charged extra 
of 5% less gross. 
Fittings. Figs. 25/34 5% less gross discount. 
Terms.—Nett cash end of month following date of 
invoice. Carriage paid on lots of £10 nett value and 
over. 


C.I. HALF-RounpD Gutrers—London Prices ex 
Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. Stop 

é Gutters. Nozzles. ends. 
Tite -acensasveiadevieses 1 /2: 4 
MM wale eaieles nine a 1/7 1/4 4 
WO? ods cingaculeunw sens 1/7 1/6 64d. 
WBS ac ckatet is ncceniecs 1/8} 1/84 Tad. 
DMN ieuweletsiealaatere chess 2/04 2/0 9d. 

C. GUTTERS. 
STM ss veactie wy nds sie see 1/10: 1/74 5d. 
SMe sc beceescanedsse ee 2/14 i 4 64d. 
WER accents sigue iene’ so 2/14 Ww + Thd. 
MOE, con gacowcgevesinour 2/23 1/114 83d. 
| lle AE A ae AT eS 2/8? 2/3 103d. 
RAIN WATER PIPES. 

Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Bends. Branches. 

: Stock angles. 
BAD, sid sdavinicesiene ste 2/23 5 /2 
DMR se sad sie dv visteweaess 2/32 1/84 2/74 
Me a disidnsnncsaeiewiens 2/84 2/14 3/2 
BME Sov bcuvcennameonae 3/2: 2/64 3/73 
GO scwiesscsatandeasa 3/8 3/04 4/5 

NETT _~PRICES. 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton neg 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 
L.C.C. Coatrp Sor Pires—London — ex Stock. 


Per yd. in 6 fts. ipe. . Branches 
Sis ennewads tee eeuw se 3/94 i 3/2 
DU. sst0ts coeceemoneus 4/5 2/104 3/114 
pl NE ee oe re 4/9 3/2 4/ 
SNM Ss 5 baiadndes wna eeues 4/10 3/113 5/5 
MND. cde decupacesecuea 5/34 4/5 6/32 
L.C.C. COATED DRAIN Pipe. 

cwt. qr. Ibs. per yard. Bends. Branches. 
in 9 fts. 
3 in. OS Teesscess 5/10 6/11 11/- 
4 in. E A Bisa cses 7/il 7/11 = 13/10 
a » } y a | es 10/1 14/2 21/5 
eee 12/3 16/4 28/4 


Cniin, is): per cwt. 
Per ton basis 


in , rer 
& -& 

IrRonN.—Staffordshire Crown, Merchant 
NE Re te a VA I eS FETE 2 6 
Tron.—Staffordshire Marked Bars ...... 7 G6 
REE nike Waaad.e oo 4.06 alae ‘1915 0 
WEE NOT TIOOE o.oo cc ec scone nemescuees 21 10 0 


Ex Merchant’s Stock, 
per ton (two-ton lots). 
Soft Steel Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 


MEE icéCicttevseseessvateseese 2417 6 

SMD 4 Sic 4 cicclide nd oneasedasine se 2 ¢ 

MEE. cxscinesasgatctecanncbeneas 2517 6 
Galvanised Corrugated Sheets, 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

Mc ciuhaccecaragecdceuaveens 27 0 O 

24 —_ HeRGV GEER CEP SRT Cee ee eees 27 10 O 

PIED, c. tacles cscontaastsdencepes 28 15 0 
Galeamant Flat Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 

PE. 6 via 0:46.03. Caw BOROhes Cx Keo RRe 28 10 0 

BOGE  acvcccccccecccseccoasguee - 2200 

DEE ekeed ede asc datbesnviussetens 30 5 0 

Per ton 
s. 

Cat Male, 3 GOO ik dc kdccnercsvss 28 10 0 


ALL NETT. 
METAL Witnpows.—Standard sizes, suitable for 
complete houses, including all fittings, painting two 
coats, and delivery to job, average price about 2s. 4d. 


to 2s. 7d. per foot super. 
PAINTS, &c. £ s.d 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 galls.) .. per gallon G6 3 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 galls.) . €.¢€ F 
Genuine Ground English White Lead, 
Ot OO, oc ncssscsenabee ti cnteeeeunes 311 9 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 14-Ib. tins free, 
per cwt. 416 6 
Genuine Red Lead ..........+. 2 218 6 
Linseed Oil Putty aan extra) .. ad ba $s 
Siz8, FP GORY. o.oo ce vc csces fkn. 049 
Turpentine substitute can be obtained and prices 


vary according to quality from 3/8 gallon upwards. 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by 


the Scottish N.J.C. from May 10. Every 


endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 


Grade Classification A Al 

Craftamen...:. 5. 2/04 2/0 

Labourers ........ 1/7 1 /6} 
Aberdeen ........ A Dumfriesshire ....A2 
pT ere A OS See A 
tn a Ce B Dunoon .......... A 
Berwickshire ...... A2 OS ee A 
Bridge of Allan ....A East Lothian ...... A 
Broughty Ferry ....A Edinburgh ........ A 
Clackmannanshire. .A Fifeshire 3 ........+ A 
bo EET EEE A Forfarshire ........ A2 
Dunblane ........ Glasgow ..... onewelt 
Dumbartonshire ..A ees A 
Dunes oicc ccc Al Pere A 








A2 A3 B Bl 
1/114 1/11 1/104 1/10 
1/6} 1/6 1/54 1/54 

Eee ° Perthshire ........A2 
Inverurie ......+. Al Peterhead ........ Al 
Kincardineshire ..A2 Renfrewshire ...... A 
Kinross-shire ...... A Rothesay ..........A 
Lanarkshire ...... A a “ee — 
t. Andrews ...... 
Monifieth. 2.cca | Selkirkshire | 2./.A2 
Moray and Nairn B Stewartry ...+++.-A2 
Stirlingshire ......A 
Newport .......0. A Stornoway bk ga cll 
Peeblesshire ...... A2 Taypost .....ccces A 
DO winsawas ween A West Lothian .....-A 





*This town has its own rates : Masons, 1/94; Carpenters, 1/94 ; Slaters, 1/9} ; Plumbers, 1/10; a 1/105 


but 1/11 is paid owing to the scarcity at present ; 
Rates of wages in England and Wales are given on page 359 


The information given in this table is copyright. 


Painters, 1/94 and Labourers, 








VARNISHES, &c. 


Per gallon. 











s. d. 
i Rega ip Peer Outside 016 0 
Fine do. 4 - 018 0 
Fine Copal. . is 100 
Pale Copal. “ i 2e 
Pale Opal Carriage om 160 
st do. pe 114 0 
Floor Varnish ... Inside 1 0 O 
Fine Pale Paper : és 100 
Fine Copal Cabinet. pe 1 4 @ 
Fine Copal Flatting. a 32 @ 
Hard Drying Oak a 100 
Fine Hard Drying Oak = gE 6 
Fine Copal —— See a B36 
Pale do. pe 114 0 
Best do. ia 1 4 6 
Best Japan ee Size es 114 6 
Best Black Japan ...... 012 0 
Oak and Fa ol Stain (water) 014 0 
Biramewick ERMC... ccccsccsces 09 6 
Berlin Black ....... 016 0 
Knotting (patent) . 017 0 
rench and Brush Polish..............+. 014 0 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene ............+- Oil 0 
LEAD, &c. 
Per ton. 
FP gay in London.) £0 ¢ 
EAD.—Sheet, English, "4 Ib. andup...... 38 0 0 
- MQ vaccedevictccunecdascaees 38 10 O 
EES Seaaiti.cacevuvdacddccunaws - 4210 0 
CIR os bis cc varcsicxocemensta 4710 0 


Nore.—Country delivery, 20/- per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt. 4/- per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
under 5 cwt., 2/6 per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 4/- per 
cwt. extra. 














Se ng pe Oe 
The of 
Hall Mark C; rafismanship 


IR RAID 
DAMAGE REPAIRS 


LASS SUPPLIED 
or GLAZING 


SHOP FRONTS ano PLATE GLASS 


REPLACEMENTS RECEIVE 
IMMEDIATE ATTENTION 


AY GEE [?. 


England's Largest 
Glazing Contractors. 


100 WESTMINSTER BRIDGE RD., S.E.1 


Ring: Waterloo 6314 
(6 lines) 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


GREENOCK.—Corporation to erect £50,000 
house building scheme at Maukinhill, for 
which the architect is David L. Henderson, 
Old Harbour Trust Offices, Wallace-pl., Low 
Vennel, Greenock. 

GREENOCK.—Caddlehill Steam Laundry to 
be rebuilt to plans by W. B. Wright & Kirk- 
wood, Carlton House, Douglas-st., Glasgow. 

LANARKSHIRE.—Houses to be erected by 
C.C. at Dillerbrae and Lesmahagow, from 
plans by William Watt, Albert-st., Motherwell. 

MOUNT VERNON.—Alterations and addi- 
tions are to be carried out, for which the archi- 
tects and quantity surveyors are James David- 
son & Son, 6, Academy-st., Coatbridge. 

WICK.—T.C. to proceed with contracts for 
40 houses. 


Economy in Building Construction. 

The Minister of Works has now circu- 
lated to local authorities a revised edition 
of memorandum E.M.5 (E.M.5—revised) 
on the subject of economy in the use of 
linseed oil and putty. 








GLASS. 
SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY 
CUT SIZES. 


Per ft. super. 
d 












$B a6 cic bncucaseutenes nae 
24 oz. Clear or “R” quality .. & 
BS Sancdudidcneqncudsad< oa 
FAG sc ccccceccccccvecescscececeesessseseue 7 
ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 
CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. 

Over 500 ft. super of all kinds. Per ft 
Rolled plate, } in. ........ ‘ 
Rough cast pad rolled, fr 
Rough cast double rolled, 4 in. ..... 


Figured rolled, and Cathedral, white. 
Figured rolled and Cathedral, tinted P 
TE oe Kc ecccctncedvgcensscoussavacess 
a Broad or Cross Reeded and Chevron 
led, din. thick ........++++-eeseeeese 1 
Rolie plate is Py same price as rough cas: double 
rolled. 


Wire Rolled, 4 in. ee. ‘s 
Wire Cast, $ in. thick . 

Georgian Wired Cast .. 
“ Calorex ” Sheet, 21 = 


32 0; 
Cast, 4_in. thick. 


——_—Om = OLNOOCO 
o 














oa »  %in.thick .. 0 
3 in. thick 2 
Non Actinic ‘Glass, | in. thick 94 
‘“ os os Ys in. thick . 0 
ae pa Ue Wc ccivecsceccce 2 
“VITA” GLASS. Per ft. 
“Vita” Plate Glass, about s'5 in. thick— a. ¢& 
FOF Wr Gis d cere ccdivewendccrcessecs 5 0 
Over PRG: cu cansneacigcviecwctes 7 eo 
“ Vita ” Sheet Glass, about 18/20 oz. ........ 2&6 
Cathedral “ Vita” Glass : 
ied IES Sc cvedesdencedivecstuvs : : 
t in. Geman Wired “ Vita” Glass ........ 3 6 
GLASS BRICKS. s. d 
P.B. 1—8 in. x 4{ in. x 3} in. 2 9 each nett 
P.B. 2—S} in. x 52 in. x 34 in. 2 6 a 
P.B. 3—7# in. x 73 in. x 3¢ in. 3 6 . 
P.B. 32—7} in. x 73 in. x 3¢ in. 3 6 ~ 
Radiused Corner Bricks to match. up with— 
WE. Diccccaddecndecccschuwdsetacs 4 Geach nett 
Ws (Sevevcctnviccceses Javcecees 0 = 
WE sv ccacdvenccucedceesedenecs 6 0 i 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Repair of War Damage. 

Mr. Krrpy asked the Minister of Health 
whether he was aware that many 
families, in a town of which he had been 
informed, had lost their homes by enemy 
action, and that many small shops had 
been damaged and were now vacant; and 
if he would give the corporation the 
utmost help in quickly requisitioning 
such shops and repairing them to such 
a standard as would make them habitable 
as temporary war-time homes for these 
bombed-out families. 

Miss HorsBRuUGH said that the Minister 
was aware of the situation in the town 
referred to. He had recently issued two 
circulars to local authorities which 
authorised them to requisition unoccu- 
pied shops or other premises which 
could suitably be converted into dwell- 
ings for persons inadequately housed, 
and to effect works of repair, adaptation 
or conversion, at a cost within the limits 
laid down. 


Post-war Programme. 

Sir CyriL ENTWISTLE asked the Minis- 
ter of Health whether he was now in a 
position to announce the conditions 
governing the building of houses by local 
authorities and particularly as regarded 
the number of eames to the acre, the 
floor space to be allowed and the subsidy 
to be granted, so as to enable the local 
authorities to proceed with their post-war 
building plans. 

Mr. E. Brown said that on the ques- 
tion of the type of house to be built, he 
was awaiting the report of the Sub-com- 
mittee of his Central Housing Advisory 
Committee which was considering the 
design of dwellings under the chairman- 
ship of Lord Dudley. He hoped that 
this report would be ready by the end of 
the year. On the question of subsidy, 
while he would be happy to discuss the 
matter with the Associations of Local 
Authorities whenever they wished, the 
main factors to be taken into account 
were the cost of housebuilding and rent- 

aying capacity in the post-war period. 

e therefore thought that a discussion at 
present might be premature. 


BUILDING 
THE GENERAL POSITION. 


‘** Tue position in the building industries 
is one of increasing complexity,’’ states the 

tuilding Industries Survey, published by 
the Building Industries National Council, 
110, Bickenhall-mansions, W.1, ‘‘ the many 
issues involved being clouded by the uncer- 
tainties of piecemeal ad hoc Government 
action in place of a concerted policy. The 
indecision on such matters as the principles 
which shall guide the future development 
of land, the relation of those principles to 
the national economy, and the complete 
absence of guidance on the fundamentaliy 
important matter of post-war building 
priorities, leave the building industries in 
a position of complete uncertainty in the 
matter of preparing for their post-war 
tasks. 

“ There is a conspicuous absence of com- 
prehensive contact between respective 
Ministries and the building industries in 
the matter of statistical, economic and 
technical information without which no 
national building policy can effectively be 
conceived. A tragic example of the ills 
arising from this absence of proper contact 
and fundamental liaison was the official 
statement that ‘ building costs’ had in- 
creased by 105 per cent., whereas, in fact, 
the increase was merely one in a smail 
number of tenders from a few firms for a 
small number of cottages in areas from 
which the building personnel had_been 
denuded by other war demands and had 
no relationship whatsoever with general 
building costs. This announcement had 
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quickly to be corrected by a further 
Ministerial statement. The episode, how- 
ever, has left public and official opinion on 
the matter in an undecided and confused 
state.” 


L.C.cC. AND QUANTITY 
SURVEYORS 


EXCESS FEES OBTAINED. 

Tue report of the District Auditor to 
the London County Council contains a re- 
ference to the agreement settled in 1936 
between the Council and a rota of selected 
surveyors, by which, after settling the 
scale of fees (24 per cent. on works up to 
£5,000, decreasing by stages to 1 1-16 per 
cent, on work costing over £50,000), it 
is provided (Clause 4 (vi)) that : “‘ Where 
a building work is divided into sections, 
with separate bills of quantities for each 
section, the remuneration of the quantit 
surveyors shall be calculated as if pe 
section were an entirely separate work, 
but the provision shall not apply to works 
such as drains, external pavings, boundary 
walls, and the like, which are (unless 
otherwise instructed .by the architect) to 
appear under a separate heading, but so 


that the value thereof will be included in. 


and form part of the amount of the main 
bill of the work to which such exterior 
works relate.”’ 

The District Auditor quotes six examples 
of extra costs to the Council resulting 
from quantity surveyors who, employed on 
building erection in sections, had rendered 
accounts and received payment in respect 
of fees for exterior works which had been 
shown as entirely separate works. In 
one of these cases, a hospital planned in 
1937, this resulted in an extra cost to the 
Council of £291. The District Auditor 
states: ‘‘ In view of the fact that in all 
the cases referred to the charges appear to 
have been accepted by the Council’s officers 
without demur, it was felt that any at- 
tempt to recover the sums in question 
would be seriously prejudiced. The matter 
has been discussed at length with the 
architect of the Council (who was not in 
office at the material dates), and, as re- 
gards the future, he has undertaken to see 
that in all cgses governed by the general 
form of agreement the provisions of 
clause 4 (vi) are strictly observed.”’ 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


The Editor welcomes authentic information for this 

section from architects, surveyors or contractors. 

Items should reach 4, Catherine-street, Aldwych, 
W.C.2, not later than Tuesday morning. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the persom 
from whom particr!ars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
NOVEMBER 2 
Wicklow U.D.C.—Repair of 6 brick houses. 
J. T. O'Byrne, T. S., Wicklow. Dep. £2. 
NOVEMBER 3. 
Mere and Tisbury R.D.C.—Erection of 8 non- 
arlour houses on four sites. Louis F. Webb, 
.L.A.A., 14, The Market-pl., Frome, Somerset. 


Dep. £3 3s. 
NOVEMBER 4. 

Eire Commissioners of Public Works.—Adapta- 
tions at Marlborough House, Glasnevin. G. P. 
Fagan, Sec., Office of Public Works, Dublin. 
Dep. £1. ‘ 

Wortley R.D.C.—Construction of lavatory 
extension at isolation hospital, Grenoside. | J. 
Gregory, E. and §S., Council Offices, Grenoside, 

d 


nr. Sheffield. 
NOVEMBER 5. 
Shefheld €.C.—Erection of nursery and 
shelter at Shirecliffe school; nursery at Beck- 
rd. school. W. G. Davies, City Architect, Town 


Hall. Dep. £2. 
NOVEMBER 8. 
Lewes T.C.—Erection of revetment wall. 
C, T. Butler, M.Inst.M.&Cy.E., B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Runcorn R.D.C.—Conversion of existing 
premises, The Creamery, High-st., Frodsham, 


into B.R, King, E. and S., Castle Park, 
oe via Warrington. Dep. (cheque) 
1 ls. 


Tinton T.C.—Construction of 3 reinforced 
concrete static water tanks. Horace N. 
Woodard, M.Inst.M.&Cy.E., B.E. and S. 

Unsworth.—Conveniences at Hollins School. 
Rev, E. E. Hall, The Vicarage, Unsworth, near 


Whitefield. 
NOVEMBER 10. 

Eire Commissioners of Public Works.— 
Restaurant and hostel at Shannon Airport, 
Foynes. G. P. Fagan, Sec., Office of Public 
Works, Dublin. Dep. £5. 

NOVEMBER 13. 

Dublin Vocational Education Committee.— 
Erection of school at Cabra West. Robinson & 
Keefe, architects, 8, Merrion-sq., Dublin. Bills 
of quantities, etc., from FF, Shortall, 10, 
Leinster-st., Dublin. Dep. £3 3s. to be paid 
at Technical Schools, Bolton-st., Dublin. 

NOVEMBER 15. 

Thurrock U.D.C.—Strengthening of 3 trench- 
type shelters at Infectious Diseases hospital. 
G. F. Andrassy, M.Inst.M.&Cy.E., E. and S., 
Council Offices, Palmer’s-ave., Grays, Essex. 


Dep. £2 2s. ; 
NOVEMBER 18. 
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Clogher, Cookstown, Dungannon and 
Magherafelt Civil Defence Committee.— Erection 
of gas cleansing station. Civil Defence Head- 
quarters, 6, James-st., Cookstown. Dep. £1 1s. 

Dublin Commissioners of Public Works.— 
Erection of apprentice-training workshop. 
G. P, Fagan, Secretary, Office of Public Works, 
Dublin. Dep. £1. 

3 NOVEMBER 22. 
_ Wick T.C.—Work in various trades required 
in erection of 14 blocks containing 40 houses of 
three, four and five apartments at Ackergill-st. 
Burgh 8., Wick. Dep. £2 2s. 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
NOVEMBER 1. 

Manchester T.C.—Paints. B. B. Jones, Dir. 
of Public Cleansing, Town Hall. 
PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 

HEATING, ETC. 
NOVEMBER 4. 

Hebburn  U.D.C.—Internal 
decorating at three B.R. 
Offices, 


cleaning and 
Acting S., Council 


NOVEMBER 5. 
, Leeds Baths and Property Committee.—Paint- 
ing, etc., interior and exterior of Cookridge-st., 


Bramley, Armley and Union-st. baths. W. S. 
Cameron, City E. 
__ NOVEMBER 10. 
West Riding C.C.—Renovations at Ryhill 


school. _ Divisional Officer of Education (12), 

8, St. John’s North, Wakefield. 

ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL 
NOVEMBER 3. 

Bournemouth T.C.—Construction of two steel 
fire escape ladders. W. L. Clowes, B.E. and 
Architect, Town Hall. 

_ Kings Lynn T.C.—(a) Sinking 110-ft. borehole 
in existing well, and (b) supply and fixing of 
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electric motor, centrifugal 


spindle 
Ridler, Acting W.E., Town 


H. G. 


NOVEMBER 13. 
Warrington T.C.—Structural steelwork in con- 


vertical 
pump, etc. 
all. 


nection with boiler house. J. Hughes, 
B.E, and § 
ROAD, SEWERAGE AND 


WATER WORKS 
NOVEMBER 1. 

Ashby Woulds U.D.C.—Construction of two 
concrete ejector chambers and laying about 
500 yds. of 4-in, and 5-in. pumping main and 
short lengths of sewer. Pick, Everard, Keay 
4. ante 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. 


"Oatnens R.D.C.—Laying 800 yds. of 3-in. 
water main. Pick, Everard, Keay & Gimson, 


6, Millstone-la., Leicester. 
NOVEMBER 29 

Alfreton U.D.C.—Relaying t length of ae 
outfall sewer. Harold Taylor, M.Inst.C.E., 
Regal-chbrs., Cavendish-st., Chesterfield. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
NOVEMBER 1. 

Torpoint U.D.C.—Clerk of Works. R. J. 
Matson, P.A.S.I., M.R.San.I., §S., York-rd., 
‘Torpoint, Cornwall. 

NOVEMBER 6. ’ 

*West Sussex C.C.—Temporary Architectural 

Assistant. C. G. Stillman (F.), County Archi- 


tect, County: Hall, Chichester. 
NOVEMBER 8. 

Littlehampton U.D.C.—Engineer and Sur- 
veyor. Salary £575-£25-£700, plus £25 bonus. 
L. B. Beresford, C., Council Offices. 

Twickenham T.C.—Engineer and Surveyor. 
£1,200-£50-£1,400. W. H. Jones, T.C., Municipal 


‘Offices. 
NOVEMBER 10. 

Manchester T.C.—Deputy City Surveyor and 
Engineer. £1,200-£100-£1,500. T.C., Town Hall. 
NOVEMBER 15. 

Dover T.C.—Borough Engineer, Surveyor and 
Water Engineer. 800-£50-£1,000. plus £28 
fbhonus and emoluments. T.C., Brook House. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Altrincham.—T.C. approved extensions te 
garage ; 
Bakewell.—U.D.C. propose improvements to 


Market Hall. 

Boston.—1T'.C. approved adaptation of Ferry 
House, London-rd., for dental clinic. 

Cosby (Leics). -—Members of Methodist 
church propose extensions to Sunday-schools. 

Coventry.—T.C. propose to erect 50 passenger 
*bus shelters. 

Coventry.—Rev. G. W.. Clitheroe, vicar, and 
parochial council propose restoration of Holy 
Trinity church, at £10,000. 

Darlington.—B.E. prepared plans for adapt- 
ing premises at Kendrew-st., as welfare centre. 

Denbighshire.— Board of Governors of Techni- 

«cal college propose additions to college build- 
ings. 

Eccles.—T'.C. to seek sanction of M.H. 
ceed with reconditioning of houses, 

Golborne.—U.D.C. propose welfare clinic at 
‘Culcheth, 

Manchester.—T.C. japproved: Works exten- 
sions. A. McDonald, architect, 637, Mauldeth-rd. 
‘West, Chorlton-cum-Hardy; additions to motor 
works, W. Longworth, architect, 76, Crofts 
Bank-rd., Urmston, 

Market Drayton. ~Viear and Parochial Coun- 
il of Parish Church of St. Mary propose im- 
provements and restoration of fabric of church, 
at £3,000. Plans by Harold Goldstraw (A.) 
(Wood & Goldstraw), Town Hall-chbrs., Tun- 
stall, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Oldham.—T.C. approved: 
Casino cinema, Neville-st., Chadderton, for 
licensee; conversion of Newmarket Inn, 
Whalley-st., for Markets Department. 

Ormskirk.—Board of Governors of Secondary 
school prepared plans for extensions. 

Oswestry. — T.C. propose pe oe of public 
«conveniences at Beatrice-st., at £20) 

Rochdale.— Licensing Justices aived plans 
for hotel at junction of Queensway and Dicken 
Green-la., at £50.000, for J. W. Lees & Co., 
Ltd., Middleton Junction. Plans by Butter- 
worth & Duncan, 2, Baillee-st. 

Salford.—Health Committee propose erection 
of two prefabricated buildings at Hope hospital, 
at £2,000. 

Salford.—Health 
propose erection of 
central clinic. 

Southport.—Committee of 
Hall propose erection of 
Hesketh Bank. 


to pro- 


Alterations to 


and Education Committees 
health department and 
Hesketh Village 
assembly hall at 


Stafford.—Staffordshire E.C. propose conver- 
sion of existing cloakroom into additiona] 
classroom, at £285. Plans by C, G. Stillman 


(B.), County Education Architect. 
Stamford.—Youth Association propose to 
adapt old Stamford Borough club premises for 
mixed youth centre and club. 
Unsworth.—Vicar, Rev. E. E. Hall and 
managers of Hollins C. of E. schools propose 
sanitary conveniences at school premises, 
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BRITISH RESTAURANTS AND 
CANTEENS 


ee oF. approved B.R., 


at £1, 

Biyth—- enc. to erect two kitchens adjoining 
a a rd. schools and adjoining Cowpen-rd., 
3lyth. 


Bolton.—E.C. propose school canteen at Tonge 
Moor Congregational school, Starkie-rd.—E.C. 
received approval to scheme for school meals at 
St. Ethelbert’s R.C., Morris Green St. Bede’s 
C.E., and Emanuel CE. schools. 

Caernarvon.—T.C. propose 
Liberal club premises at Bangor-st. 
Plans by H. Evans, B.S. 

Chorley. — E.C. propose feeding centres for 
2,000 children. 

Coventry.—T.C. propose B.R. 
Bell Green districts. 

Coventry.—E.C. propose central kitchen at 
St. Osburg’s R.C. schools. 

Darlington.—T.C. propose B.R. at North-rd. 

Dudley. — T.C. propose additional B.R. at 
Priory Park. 

Felling- on-Tyne.—E.C, 
several schools. 

Hereford.—-T.C. 
station for Midland 
Bearwood, Birmingham. 
Robinson & Son, 10, 
works canteen. H. 
Widemarsh-st. 

Huntingdonshire.—E.C. propose central school 
cooking centres at Huntingdon, Ramsey, Forty 
Foot, Warboys, and Alconbury. 

Kendal.—T.C. approved erection of school 
canteens. 

Lancashire.—E.C. propose central school can- 
teen at Lostock Hall. 

Northwich, — Cheshire E.C. propose exten- 
sion of school canteen at Sir John Deane’s 
Grammar school, at £2,760. Plans by FE. M. 


conversions of 
into B.R. 


at Canley and 


to provide canteens at 
approved : Canteen at ’bus 
Red’ Motor Services, 

Plans by W. W, 
King-st.; additions to 
Skyrme, architect, 138, 


Parkes (F.), County Architect, The Castle, 
Chester. 
Ponteland. — Cooking centre to be set up. 


Plans by County Architect, County Hall, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 
Rawmarsh.—E.C. propose extensions to can- 
teen kitchen at Ryecroft school. 
Rochdale.—T.C. propose B.R. at Balderstone. 
Salford.—E.C. propose school canteen at St. 
James’ Parish Hall, Broughton. 
Scarborough.—T.C. to prepare plans for B.R. 
Stockton-on-Tees.—E.C. to establish school 
kitchens and dining centres to serve Bailey-st. 
Boys, St. Mary’s, Frederick Nattrass, Hartburn, 


Richard Hind and Norton High-st. schools. 
Plans by Boro’ Architect. 
Sunderland.—Finance Committee approved 


adaptation of  egaieinaeianiaeee as central 
kitchen, at £1,88 
Wem.—Salop E. Al yrepens canteen kitchen at 


Senior school, at £1,4 








Present Day Problem 
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At present we have 
ample stocks of Steel Scaffolding which we 
can offer for hire at competitive prices (with 
or without labour for erecting and dis- 


mantling). Our Service is Second to None. 


The 
STEEL SCAFFOLDING CO. LTD. 


23 OATLANDS DRIVE, WEYBRIDGE 
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A.R.P. SCHEMES 


PROVINCIAL. 

* Bolton.—T.C. approved scheme for “ black- 
ing-out ” of market hall and wholesale market 
for Markets Commitiee. | 

Macclesfield.—T.C. received approval of M.H. 
for alterations and additions to public 
mortuary. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Council accepted 
tender of Universal Welding & Eng. Co., Ltd., 
Essex, at £1,987, for strengthening reinforced 
concrete shelters. 

Oldham. — E.C. propose “ blacking-out”’ of 
various schools. 

Oldham.—T.C. propose erection of fire station. 

Salford.—E.C. seeking permission to erect 
shelters at Seedley school, 

Stretford.—T.C. to submit scheme to Regional 
headquarters for erection of static water tanks 
on 109 approved sites. 


TENDERS 


Tenders for A.R.P. work will be found under 
** A.R.P. Schemes.”’ 

* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes pr lly 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 


rer | 





{ Denotes accepted by Government 
departments. 

Amble. —School canteen for Northumberland 

E.C.: *R. & G. Brown, 34, Albert-st., Amble, 


Northumberland. 

Erith.—Additional classrooms 
Hill school, Belvedere, for T.C. 

Clayton, B.E. and 8. 

Johnson Bros. (Steel Erectors), Ltd., White- 
hall, S.W.1, £1,259; F. Ling & Sons, Lrith, 
£1,243; John Harrison (London), Ltd., Camber- 
well, S.E.5, £1,077; Campbell McGill, Ltd., 
Chislehurst, £1.046; North Kent Construction 
Co., Erith, £1,022; *H. Friday & Sons, Northend 
Works, Erith, Kent, £985; Kent and Sussex 
Contractors, Erith, £912; Stox (Contractors), 
Ltd., Enfield, £777. 

Hendon, — For erection of day nursery at 
Watling-av., Burnt Oak, for W. M. 
Glendinning, 915, Finchley- rd., N.W.1, £1,989 
(subject to M.H. approval). 

{London (Air Ministry).—List of new con- 
tracts to value of £500 or over for week ended 
October 23. 

Supply and erection of structural steelwork: 
Brownlie & Murray, Ltd., Glasgow. 

Building and civil engineering 
Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Manchester. 

General maintenance work: A. Jaram & Son, 
Scarborough; Lewis & Walters, Leamington 
Spa; Henry James (Mansfield), Ltd., Mansfield, 
Notts ; J. Mitchell & Sons, Lerwick. 

{London (Ministry of Works). — Contracts 
 - semi by M.O.W. during week ending October 


Building work, Dove Bros., Ltd., 
Islington, N.1; T. Ww. Driver, 
Ltd., 3a, Station-bldgs., Catford, §.E.5; heating 
and hot water system, Fretwell Rastncer ring, 
31-33, High-st., Plaistow, E.13. 
Building and civil engineering, J. 
Hopkins, Ltd., Hyghenden, High Wycombe. 
Ches : Building work, Hampton Son & James, 
53, Marsh-st., Liverpool. 
Durham: Civil engineering, Wm. T. Wallace 
& Sons, Ivy House, 20, Nixon-st., Newcastle-on- 


Tyne 

Essex: Building work, Thomas Bates & Son, 
ee Kenilworth, Nelmes-cres., Hornchurch, 
issex. 

Gloucester: Building work, Wheeler & Man- 
sell, Ltd., Lime-st., Evesham, Worcester. 

Hampshire: Building, Kent & Sussex Contrac- 
tors, Ltd., 296, Bitterne-rd., Bitterne Park, 
Southampton; Chapman, Lowry & Puttick, 
Haslemere, Surrey; Chas. R. Price, 145, Stoke 
Newington Church-st., N.16. 

Lanes: Building, Ernest Watson, 
rd. Sawmills, Ashton-in-Makerfield, Wigan; 
John Turner & Sons (Preston), Ltd., William 
Henry-st., Preston, Lancs; P. Hamer, Ltd., 16, 
Park-: Swinton, Lanes. 

Leicester: Civil engineering, Paieher Ellis, 
Ltd., 54, Victoria-st., London, S8.W.1 

Wilts: Electrical work, General 
Maintenance Co., 20, High-st., Pinner ; 
work, Charles Coulson, Stafford-st., 


Worcester, 

Yorks: Building work, Arthur Robinson 
(Contractors), Ltd., 423, Linthorpe-rd., _Middles- 
brough; W. A. King & Sons, Ltd., Westbourne- 
gr., North Ormesby, Middlesbrough; Smith & 
Blakeney, Ltd., Galway-st., Leeds. 

{London (War  Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept. for week ended October 


at Bedonwel! 
John H. 


work; J. 


London : 
Cloudesley-pl., 


Princess- 





Electrical 
building 
Dudley, 


16:— 

Yorks: Miscellaneous work, W. Thompson & 
Sons, Leeds 7. 

Staffs: Hutting (erection), etc., En-Tout-Cas 
Co.. Ltd., Syston, Leicester. 


Shropshire ; Steelwork, Wilfred Robbins, Ltd., 
Great Bridge, Staffs. 

Essex: Miscellaneous work, E, A. 
Son, Hornchurch. 


Coryn & 


Berks: Miscellaneous work, A. C. Carter 
(Oxford), Ltd., Oxford. 

Hampshire: Miscellaneous work, A. J. Dun- 
ning & Sons, Weyhill, Hants. 
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Co. Antrim: Miscellaneous work, Wm. Logan Manchester. — Fire escape staircase to 
& Sons, Ltd., Belfast. works, Basil-st., Rusholme: *J. Hall (Oldham), 
Co. Down: ” Hutting (erection), Wm. Dowling, Ltd., Cross Bank- st., Oldham; reconstruction 
Ltd., Belfast. of heat Rg dept, to factory : * Banister, 
Walton & rafford Park, Manchester 





17; —E. ood “ ‘works: *Russell Building & 
Contracting Co. Ltd., 165, Plymouth-gr., 
Chorlton-on-Medlock, Manchester 13; additions 
to store af works: *Henry Matthews & Sons 
(Builders), Ltd., 129, Stockport-rd., Ardwick, 
Manchester 12; office fo works: *W. Williamson, 
5, Hague-st., Manchester = 

Middlesbrough. —Painting of 110 houses, for 
T.C.: *Hermiston & Lister, Middlesbrough, 


£558 

Middlesbrough.—Works for N.F.S.: Fire 
station: *Norman Thompson, Ltd., Middles- 
brough; appliance house: *W. A. King & Son, 
al Middlesbrough; fire reggae ais C. 

atson ockton-on-Tees ; water relay station: 
UNITE FOR STRENGTH *R. B. Bainbridge, Stockton-on-Tees. 
North Shields.—For erection of warehouse: 

*A. & J. Main, Glasgow. 

South Shields.—For extensions to boiler-house, 
for Wrights Biscuits, Ltd., South Shields: *R. 
Summerbell & Son, Rutland-st., South Shields. 

Pa —Erection of office buildings: 
i N R O L N O W & J. Ranken, Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 

Nace Hartlepool.—Erection. of two pre- 
fabricated huts at Howbeck Institution, Por 
T.C.;: *T. M. Stonehouse, Ltd., West Hartle- 














pool. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
FEDERATION Bricks (Range of Prices) Orders. 
The Minister of Works has made two 


Orders controlling the prices of building 


bricks. The Bricks (Range of Prices) 
No. 1 Order, S.R. & O. 1943, No. 1457 
(H.M.S.O. 6d.) applies to building bricks 
manufactured in any part of the United 
Ki 4 


ingdom, except Northern Ireland and 
the Northern Area of England (com- 


prising Northumberland, Durham and 
the northern part of the North Riding of 
Yorkshire). It provides for a range of 
prices ‘‘ at works” and ‘‘ delivered” for 


each type of common brick (stiff-plastic, 
wire-cut, stock, Fletton, sand-lime, etc.) 
“ in each district of manufacture. The 
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basis of these prices is set out in two 
schedules to the Order. 

The Bricks (Range of Prices) No. 2 
Order, S.R. & O., 1943, No. 1478 (H.M.S.O. 
3d.) prescribes ranges of “‘ at works”’ and 
“delivered” prices for bricks produced 
in the counties of Northumberland and 
Durham and the northern part of the 
North Riding of Yorkshire, the prices 
being relative to individual manufac- 
turers and not to types of bricks. The 
— come into force on November 1 
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ATING PATTERN: 


Ak SETS CONDONE 
19 NEWMAN ST. OXFORD ST. LONDON wt 








Boyle’s --ai-rump” Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 
ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
Ventilating Engineers, Emergency Address: 34 MORLAND 
AV., E. CROYDON, SURREY. Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 

















TAYLOR WOODROW 
CONSTRUCTION LTD. 


BUILDING AND 
CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 
London Office: 10, ST. GEORGE ST., W. 
also at 
SOUTHALL, MIDDX. 
and Branches throughout the country 


"Phone: WAXLOW 2366 (8 lines). ’Grams: ‘‘Taywood, Southall.” 























Terloo 5474. 
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